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xistence no duty was charged upon it. Subse- iments as the one now under consideration, by 
ex! : 


ayentiy, another portion was imported, and land- 
ed at Philadelphia. By a construction of the same 
jaw, a duty was imposed upon it, and the parties 
to whom this machinery belonged submitted to 
+he construction thereon, and paid the duty under 
protest. ‘The pthin question now presented to the 
House is, that inasmuch as the custom-house offi- 
cers in the city of Philadelphia put a different con- 
struction upon the law, and demanded duties upon 
a portion of the same machine which had passed the 
custom-house in New York free, they desire now 
tobe relieved. The long acquiescence may be con- 
strued into an admission that no injustice has been 


done, and that the duties coliected at Philadelphia || 


were legally demanded. If the custom-house offi- 
cers in Philadelphia have put a wrong construction 
npon the law, why the Secretary of the Treasury 
would have heard that question; and if wrong had 
been done, the corp@ration would have had their 
remedy and relief in due time, and from the proper 
tribunal; but if the custom-house officers in Phila- | 
delphia have rightly construed the law, and prop- 
erly charged duties upon this machinery, the ques- 
tion is, Shall we make a mere Gratuity to this 
company or corporation? ‘There may be merit in 
the claim. They may have introduced an im- 
provement which calls upon Congress to make a 
gratuity of the entire duty. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I do not under- 
stand that this is carried on exactly by a company. 
These gas-works in Philadelphia are under the | 
authority of the city councils, and all thecitizens 
of Philadelphia are supplied with cheap gas. 

Mr.SWEETSER. That is perfectly immate- 
rial, and does not change the case at all. The ques- 
tion is, whether the bill now under consideration 
is or is not to remit the duties paid; or,in other 
words, make a gratuity to this company, because 
no duties were charged upon the first importation 
at New York, under the construction put upon 
the law there, while duties were charged on the 
second importation at Philadelphia, under a differ- 
ent construction of the law there. Because, under 
one construction of the law, duties were not 
charged upon the first importation at New York, 


| introduced. 


admitting them through the custom-house free of 
duty; and it was-evidently the design of Congress 
to establish this policy by the passage of the act 
of 1842. 

The corporation of the city of Philadelphia fur- 
nish their citizens with gas at cost; and they have, 
by the use of this improvement, brought machinery 
from London, which reduced the expense of manu- 


| facturing gas, not only in Philadelphia, but in every 


other city into which similar machinery has been 
I ask the gentleman, then, in giving a 


| fair and liberal construction to this law, if this is 
| not an improvement in the arts, and if it does not 


come not only within the spirit and meaning, but 
within the very terms of the act of 1842? 

Mr. FREEMAN. . With the permission of the 
gentleman from Ohio, I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania a naked question. Is 
not this machinery of iron? 

Mr. McLANAHAN. I have never seen the 
machinery, nor do [ think that an answer to the 
gentleman’s question can be of much consequence 
in settling this matter. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I ask again, is the machin- 
ery, or is it not, of iron? { 

Mr. CHANDLER. Itis. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Then I ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. McLanauan] if he is 
willing to admit manufactured iron into Pennsyl- 


| vania free of duty, and particularly railroad iron ? 


Mr. McLANAHAN. I respond to that ques- 
tion, that in Pennsylvania we always adhere with 
oo fidelity to the Constitution and the laws. 

NV hen the law is written plainly before us, as this 


| law of 1842is, we adopt it as our rule of action; 
| and if an improvement in arts or a model in ma- 
| chinery is attempted to be brought into the country 


under this law, that will be of vast importance not 
only to Philadelphia but to every city in the 


| Union, we are ready to admitit free of duty, even 
| though it come in the ‘ questionable shape”’ of 
| iron. 


| 


do they ask that the duties collected at Philadel- || 


phia shall be refunded? Because they had good 


luck in the custom-house at New York, they || 


now desire good luck in this House for the pur- | 
pose of having the entire duties remitted. Is that 
the ground on which this bill is based? That is 
the question, and we are prepared to give it to 
them, if the reasons urged are good and sufficient. 
If Philadelphia has been foremost, and has taken 
the lead in the introduction of improvements in the 
manufacture of gas—(I do not use the word as it 
is often used here) I mean gas for the purpose of 


light, not gas for the purpose of darkness, which || 


we all understand—if Philadelphia has taken the 


lead in this matter, and has made large expendi- || 


tures which has resulted in a great public benefit, | 
why, sir, so far as I am concerned, I am prepared 
to be liberal towards her. But I du not want this 
bill passed upon the ground of a mere gratuity, or 
by a quibble in the construction of the tariff law. 
Mr. McLANAHAN, (interrupting.) I wish 
to ask the gentleman from Ohio—as he is address- | 
ing himself now to the naked question—whether, 
under the statute of 1842, which makes it the 
policy of this Government to admit, free of duty, 
all models of machinery, and improvements in the 
arts, and in view of the facts a8 they are now pre- | 
sented to the House in this report, this was notan | 
improvement in the arts, and should not, under a 
just construction of that statute, have been admit- | 
ted free of duty? I desire further to say, that the 
peter of the Government in this respect is correct. 
n France, a man who takes a model of an im- 
provement in machinery from this country, ob- 
tains a patent for it; and I think | am justified in 
Saying that he who carries into any of the Gov- 
ernments of the continent of Europe, an improve- | 
ment in any art, has the ad vaany* under a patent, 
to a great extent, of an original inventor. It is | 
surely, then, the proper policy of this Government | 
to encourage the introduction of such improve- | 


29 





Mr. FREEMAN. The gentleman has not an- 
swered my question. 

Mr SWEETSER. I cannot yield the floor any | 
longer for the discussion of collateral questions. 
Sir, I think this House and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will be obliged to me for the manner 
in which [ have presented thiscase, because it has 
drawn from the honorable gentleman the only 
good and substantial reason I have heard why this 


|| bill should pass. If itis predicated on a question 


of public policy—and I was about to direct my 


| attention to that point when I was interrupted—if 


it is predicated upon that ground, I will go as far 


|| as the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania or 


any other member of this House, not only in giv- 


ing aid in the introduction of foreign machinery | 


into the country, but in giving aid to inventors in 
this country. If Philadelphia a this claim 
upon the ground that she has been foremost in the 
introduction of machinery of this kind, which has 
not only lessened her own expenses, but has car- 
ried benefits to surrounding cities, it will receive 


| my hearty support, and I will vote for the bill. 
|| But, if it is put upon the otherground, which was 


first stated to the committee, a quibble in relation 
to the construction of the law, then I am prepared 
to stand by the administrators of the law in this 


| case, and not to permit Philadelphia, because there 
| may have been a violation of the law in one in- 


| 
| 


stance and one locality, to seek, through the 
instrumentality of this House, to evade it in an- 
other. That is the question I rose to discuss. If 
this claim is urged on the ground taken by my 


| friend from Pennsylvania, (Mr. McLananan,] | 


will vote for it; if on the other ground, I will vote 
against it. 

The question now being upon laying the bill 
aside to be reported to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass; 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded tellers; which were 


| ordered; and Messrs. Sackett and GayLorp were 


appointed. é‘ ; 
he question was then put, and it was decided 
in the nagative—ayes 52, noes 65. 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire of 
the Chair what becomes of the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee having 
negatived the motion that the bill be reported to 
the House with a recommendation that it do pass, 
the Chair undersfands that as equivalent to an 
order that it be reported to the House with a rec- 
ommendation that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee 1ccordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. 
Hatt) reported that the Committee of the Whole 
House had had under consideration the Private 
Calendar generally, and particularly House bill 
(No. 175) ‘for the relief of Anthony Walton 
Bayard,’’ and had directed him to repert the same 
to the House with a recommendation that it do 
pass; also House bill (No. 203) * for the relief of 
the trustees of the Philadelphia gas-works,’’ and 
had directed him to report the same to the House 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. MARTIN. I hope the gentleman will 
allow us to pass the one bill reported from the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. You cannot do 

There is evidently no quorum present. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw the motion to 
adjourn. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be upon 
ordering the following bill to be engrossed” and 
read a third time, viz: 

** House bill No. 175, for the relief of Anthony Walton 
Bayard.” 

Mr. ORR. I move the previous question. 

Several Memuers. There is no quorum here. 

Mr. ORR. Well, I withdraw the demand. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, 

And the House adjourned until Monday at 
twelve o’clock, m. 


it. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. COBR gave notice that he will on to-morrow, or some 
subsequent day, ask leave to introduce a bill to graut the 
right of way and a donation of land to the State of Alabama, 
for the purpose of constructing the Wills valley railroad, 
leading from Wills creek, at or near James Hampton’s, 
through Wills valley to the State line between the States 
of Alabama and Georgia. 

Mr. CLARK gave notice that he would on to-morrow, 
orsome subsequent day, ask leave to introduce and refer 
to the appropriate committee a joint memorial of the Le 
gislature of the State of Lowa, praying for a grant of lands 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from MeGregor’s 
Landing to a point on the Missouri river, at or wear the 
mouth of the Big Sioux river, in said State. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions and memorial were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. DAWSON : The petition of 57 eitizens of Venice, 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying a grant of one 
hundred and sixty acres of land to actual settlers to be 
located in the Territory of Nebraska. 

By Mr. WASHBURN : The petition of R. S. Preseott and 
others, of Bangor, Maine, for a law to remedy the evils ex- 
perienced from the scarcity of small change. 

Also, the petition of Joseph B. Hall and others, of Presque 
Isle, Maine, for a post route from Presque Isle to No. |i, 
fifth range, ( Aroostook,) Maine. 

Also, the petition of James A. Drew, for retief on ac 
count of damages sustained by reason of the atleged illegal 
action of a deputy marshal of the United States for the dis- 
trict of Wisconsin. 

By Mr. SCUDDER: The petition of the owners of the 
schooner Uncle Amasa, for allowance of codfishery bounty. 

Also, the petition of George Lovell and others, of Oste 
welle, Massachusetts, for a reduction of the rates of ocean 
postage. 4 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of Edward T. Noland, 
of Jackson county, Missouri, asking indemnity for losses 
sustained at the battle of Sacramento, Mexico, in the year 
1847. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: The petition of Thomas C. Nye, of 
Madison county, New York, praying compensation for 
damages sustained by him under a contract for carrying the 
mails of the United States. 

By Mr. FLORENCE: The memorial of John Alien, an 
old soldier in his eighty-first year, praying for relief, as he 


| is poor and not able to support himself, 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 31, 1853. 
; Sas 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 
Mr. ADAMS. I rise to correct the Journal. I 
was interrupted in my attention to the reading ot 
the Journal, but I do not think that, as I heard it 
read, it stated that a motion was made and carried 
’ ° ° 
that we adjourn over from Friday to Monday. I 
think that was overlooked in making up the Jour- 


nal. 

The PRESIDENT. 
will be again read. 

It was read as follows: 

‘On motion by Mr. Manoum, 

“ Oydered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to Mon- 
day next.”’ 

Mr. ADAMS. I asked for the yeas and nays 
on that motion, and they were refused. I think 
that fact should be entered on the Journal. 

The PRESIDENT. It is not usual to enter on 
the Journal that the yeas and nays are asked for 
unless they are ordered. 


That part of the Journal 


PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. BORLAND presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Wittiam K. Sepastian, elected by the 
Levislature of Arkansas a Senator from that State, 
for the term of six years, commencing on the 4th 
of March next; which were read. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, ac- 
companied by a list of contracts entered into by the 
Bureau of Yards and Docks, and an abstract of 
offers to furnish articles; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of War, ac- 
companied by seventy-five copies of the Official 
Army Register for the year 1853, for the use of 
the members of the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
was received by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed the following bills and joint 
resolution: 

An act to supply deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the service of the fiscal year ending the 
30th June, 1853; 

An act for the relief of Captain Lewis E. Si- 
monds; 

An act for the relief of Gasper A. Maltby; 

An act for the relief of Britain Franks, assignee 
of Joseph M. Smith; 

An act for the relief of James H. Jenkins; 

An act for the relief of John Frink; 

An act for the relief of S. Morris Waln; 

An act for the relief of Brevet Brigadier Gen- 
eral Bennet Riley, and to enable him to settle his 
accounts with the United States; and 

Joint resolution granting the petition of William 
and Matthew Moss. 

Also, that it has passed the following bills from 
the Senate, with sundry amendments: 

An act for the relief of John F. Callan, admin- 
istrator of Daniel Renner, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Jim Capers. 

Also, that it had agreed to the report of the 
Committee of Conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill ‘to continue half 
pay to certain widows and orphans.”’ 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the bill from the 
House of Representatives, to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
pow ending the 30th of Jane, 1853, was read a 

rst and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Isaac 
Hulse, junior, representing that he was appointed 
a Second lieutenant in the Army in 1847, and or- 
dered to Florida, and praying to be allowed his 
traveling expenses; which was referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Illinois, praying 
that the right of preémption to settlers on the pub- 
lic lands may be extended to the period of five 
years; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of Lieutenant Colonel Ewing 
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and other officers of the Army, praying that the 

eleventh section of the act of March 3, 1847, ma- | 
king provision for an additional number of general 

officers, and for other purposes, be so amended 

as to protect the rights of the suttler; which was 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of John Throne, ge dat a 
donation of eighty acres of land; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WADE presented the memorial of S. Led-+ 
yard Phelps, a passed midshipman in the Navy, 
praying that extra pay may be granted to him and 
his associates in the United States Naval Astro- 
nomical Expedition to Chili; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of Matilda 
Brown, widow of William B. Brown, late a gunner 
in the Navy, praying a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BORLAND prese nted the following reso- 
y the Legislature of Arkansas; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads: 

A resolution in favor of the establishment of a 
mail route from Carrollton, Arkansas, to Rock- 


lutions by 


| bridges, Missouri; 


A resolution in favor of the establishment of a 
mail route from Dover to Yellville, Arkansas; 


A resolution in favor of the establishment of a | 


mail route from Little Rock to Clinton, Arkansas; 
and 

A resolution in favor of the establishment of a 
mail route from Danville to Felix Grundy Gaines’s, 
Arkansas. 

Also, the following resolutions, passed by the 
Legislature of Arkansas; which were ordered to | 
lie on the table and be printed: 

A resolution in favor of the payment of the net 
proceeds of the sale of lands within the State, in 
accordance with the compact between that State 
and the General Government; 

A resolution in favor of an appropriation for re- 
moving the obstructions to the navigation of the 
St. Francis river; 

A resolution in favor of a grant of land for the 
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duced; which was referred to the Committee on 





| Commerce. 


Mr. CASS. I have been requested to present 
and | do it with a great deal of pleasure, additional 
petitions asking the interposition of the Govern. 
ment to secure to American citizens abroad the 


' freedom of religious worship; and I embrace this 


establishment of institutions for the education of 


the deaf, dumb, and blind of that State; 

A resolution relative to the selection of school 
lands in fractional sections; 

A resolution in favor of the extension of the 
Champagnolle land district; 

A resolution in favor of an appropriation for a 
geological survey of the State; and 

A resolution in favor of a grant of land to aid 
in the construction of a railroad from Van Buren, 
in that State, to Springfield, Missouri; 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Arkan- 
sas, in favor of the passage of the homestead bill; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a memorial of the citizens of Philadelphia, 
and others, praying a modification of the bounty 
land law; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a petition of 


opportunity to express my hope that the import. 
ance of the subject, as well as the manifestations 
of public opinion, will engage the attention of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and that we 
shall have a favorable report from that committee 
as soon as its other arduous duties will permit, | 
move the reference of these petitions to the Com. 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRIGHT. [present the memorial of Levi 
Johnson, of Cleveland, Ohio, who represents 
that by a law passed March 3d, 1837, the Pregj. 
dent of the United States was authorized to pip. 
chase several sites for marine hospitals, and hae 
among others, one was purchased from him. He 
further represents, that owing to the appropriation 
being insufficient, $3,000 of the amount agreed to 
be paid him remain unpaid. I move that the me. 
morial be referred to the Gommittee on Finance, 
believing that the rule will not exclude the right to 
have a proposition to pay this amount incorpo- 
rated into the appropriation bill. 


MODE OF COUNTING ELECTORAL VOTEs, 

Mr. HUNTER offered the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to join such 
committee as may be appointed by the House of Represent- 
atives, to ascertain and report a mode of examining the 
votes for President and Vice President of the United States, 
and of notifying the persons elected of their election. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER it was 


Ordered, That the committee on the part of the Senate be 
appointed by the President pro tempore. 


And Mr. Hunter, Mr. Brieur,and Mr. Pearce 
were appointed. 
FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 
Mr. HALE. I have received and been request- 


| ed to present to the Senate the memorial of the 


Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Aboli- 
tion of Slavery and for the relief of free negroes 


| unlawfully held in bondage, and for improving the 


condition of the African race, in which they set 
forth various matters in reference to the recent 
act of Congress commonly called the fugitive 


|| stave law, and pray that it may be repealed, or 
| that such modifications may be made in it as may 


citizens of Dubuque, lowa, praying that Michael | 


W. Power, late postinaster at Peru, in that State, 
may be released from a judgment recovered by the 
United States against him; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. COOPER presented a petition of citizens of 
Pennsylvania, praying the establishment by Con- 
gress of a railway post route between New York 


and Philadelphia; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. FELCH presented the following resolutions 
passed by the Legislature of Michigan; which 


were referred to the Committee on Public Lands, | 


and ordered to be printed: 

Resolution in favor of an additional donation of 
land to the University of Michigan; and a 

Resolution in favor of a grant of land to aid in 
the construction of a railroad to the Upper Penin- 
sula of Michigan. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Michi- 
gan in favor of the erection of light-houses at cer- 
tain places on Lake Superior and Lake Michigan; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Spalding, praying 
to be allowed arrears of pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Barnum 
Whipple, praying that the tax paid by seamen 
for the support of marine hospitals may be re- 


be necessary to protect the rights of freemen, by 
conforming its operations to the principles of the 
Constitution and the theory of our Government. 


| I do not know of any appropriate committee to 


which the memorial should be referred, and I 


_ therefore move that it lie on the table. 


Mr. BRIGHT called for the reading of the 


memorial, and it was accordingly read. It sets 


forth that the Pennsylvania Society was the first 


instituted in America for the advocacy of the rights 
of the oppressed colored inhabitants of the United 
States, dating its foundation as far back as the year 


| 1775, and numbering among its founders and 
| active supporters several of the most prominent of 


the fathers of the Republic. At the First Congress 

it appeared as the advocate of this persecuted 

race, and from that period it has frequently been 

found pleading with the representatives of the na- 

tion in behalf of those who, in the midst of the 

joy and prosperity of surrounding freemen, are 
groaning in servile subjection. In pursuance of 
their purpose they respectfully call the attention 

of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
to the act of Congress passed in September, 1850, 
known as the fugitive slave law, which, not only 
by its entire omission to throw any guards around 
the rights of the unfortunate class upon whom It 
is designed to operate, but also by its open viola- 
tion of those fundamental principles which were 
deemed by all the framers of the Constitution ne- 
cessary to protect the rights of the free-born citi- 
zen, #8 especially calculated to inflict flagrant 
wrong upon that oppressed and persecuted class 
of inhabitants. By article three, section one, of 
the Constitution, it is provided that ‘* the judicial 
‘ power of the United States shall be vested in one 
‘Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as 
‘Congress may from time to time ordain and es- 
‘tablish. The judges, both of the supreme and 
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<inferior courts, shall hold their offices during 
«wood behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive 
«moe their services a compensation which shall not 
«be diminished during their continuance in office.”’ 
And by article five of the amendments thereto, it 
ovided that no person shall be ** deprived of 
iberty, or property, without due process of | 
ww.’ And yet by the fugitive slave law the ex- 
ercise of the highest judicial authority is conferred 
upon an irresponsible individual unknown to the 
Constitution. ‘he power of deciding upon ex 
parte testimony, and without appeal, the right of 
any person who may be thrown before him to 
that **bitssing of liberty,’ to secure which the 
Constitution was ordained and established, is 
vested in a subordinate officer of an inferior court, 
with a contingent fee for his services in deciding 
avainst the inalienable right ofallmen. The me- 
morialists therefore earnestly request Congress to 
take measures for the immediate repeal of that 
law, or such modification of it as may be neces 
sary to protect the rights of freemen by conform- 
ing its operation to the principles of the common 
law and the theory of the Government. 
The memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr HALE. 
quested to present to the Senate the memorial of the 
Grand River Quarterly Meeting and Conference 
of Free Will Baptists in the State of Michigan, in 
which they say that the law commonly known as 
the fugitive slave law contravenes the law of God 
and violates the Constitution, in depriving al- 
lezed fugitives of the benefit of the writ of habeas 
corpus, and appoints men to act as judges who are 
not constitutionally appointed to perform such du- 


if 


iife, 


ties, and they therefore pray for its immediate 


repeal. 
‘The memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. Gwin, it was 


Ordered, That Mrs. Read have leave to withdraw her 


petition and papers. 


Mr. BUTLER. I ask leave to withdraw from 
the files of the Senate, the papers of the heirs and 
legal representatives of the late John Moore, of the 
State of South Carolina. 

Mr. WALKER. I should like to hear some 
explanation of the reason for the proposed with- 
drawal. 


Mr. BUTLER. I know of no other reason | 


than that the object is to prepare additional testi- 
mony. 

Mr. WALKER. While it is with great reluc- 
tance that I make any opposition to the withdrawal 
of the papers, I feel it my duty to bring the sub- 
ject to the notice of the Senate, and to express the 


opinion that there should be great caution in per- | 


mitting these papers to go out of the Senate. I 
examined this case very fully when I was chair- 
man of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
and I found that there was an entire misapprehen- 


sion in reference to the matter on the part of the | 
Certain indents: were issued by the | 


claimants, 
State of South Carolina to Mr. Moore; and they 
were lost under peculiar circumstances. 
was made upon him by the British and the Tories, 


who seized a portion of his property, and among 


the rest, these indents. After the revolutionary 


war was over, Mr. Moore made application to the | 
proper authority in the State, made proof of the | 
loss, and had the indents substituted by other | 


evidence which answered his purpose. That ap- 
pears clearly from the papers as certified to from 


the proper official sources in South Carolina. But | 
after the death of Mr. Moore, his heirs came for- 
ward, under the impression that these indents 
had been lost, and had never been paid under the 
funding system, and considered themselves enti- 
The claimants over- | 
looked entirely the fact that the indents had been | 
substituted by other evidence of indebtedness on | 
the part of South Carolina, and they were sub- 

scribed by the State to the subscription of South | 
Carclina to the national debt; and, consequently, 

became funded under the funding system adopted, 


tled to be paid for them. 


I believe, in 1795. 


I do not say there was any wrong about this | 
I have not the least idea that the parties 
had any intention of doing wrong to the Govern- 
ment. I think they honestly believe themselves to | 
be entitled to payment for the lost papers; but, as I | 
before remarked, they overlooked the fact that 

they had been substituted by other papers on the || 


matter. 


I have also received and been re- | 


An attack | 
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art of South Carolina, which became a portion of 
the funded debt of this country. 

W hat shape these papers may assume if they get 
out, I cannot tell; but] wish this information to go 
upon the debates, in order that, if the papers should 
go out, and be again presented, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, when they come to con- 
sider the matter, may know whether the papers 
have been returned as they were taken out. Un- 
doubtedly if they shall be returned in the condi- 
tion in which they are taken out, they will show” 
precisely the state of things which I have stated, 
and will show the claim to be based upon an entire 
misapprehension. The claimants never lost any- 
thing; but the country paid the amount, for it was 
received and paid as a subscription to a loan, or 
to the funding system as adopted. 

Mr. BUTLER. I will say to the honorable 
gentleman from Wisconsin, who was chairman of 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, that I 
have not examined these papers; and [ make this 
application with one guarantee—and it is guarantee 
enough for me; the gentleman who asks for them, 
Colonel Whaley, is sufficiently known to me to 
warrant the belief that he will make no abuse of 
them. 1 know nothing of the papers, but Colonel 
Whaley, whois, I suppose, attending to theclaim, 
asks their withdrawal. His name and character 
are sufficient guarantees against any abuse of the 
privilege being made. 

Mr. WALKER. I will add, in addition to 
what the Senator from South Carolina has said, 
that in my intercourse with Colonel Whaley, I 
have found him to be exactly what the Senator 
from South Carolina has said of him—a gentle- 
manly person, and one in whom I! would place 
great confidence. 

Mr. BAYARD. I would suggest, that under 
}, the statement of the Senator from Wisconsin, it 

would be well in this, perhaps, and in other cases, 
before giving leave to withdraw, or at the time of 
giving leave to withdraw the papers, that the Sec- 
retary of the Senate should be directed to have 
copies taken and filed. I therefore move, as an 
|} amendment to the motion, that before delivering 
the papers to the claimant or his agent, copies be 
|| taken, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Senate, and filed among the papers of the Senate. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have no objection to that 
being done; but I assure the siailaaan it is un- 
usual, and, therefore, | do not wish to see it en- 
forced in this case upon Colonel Whaley. It 
, would look something like a deviation from the 
common rule. If this leave shall be granted, I 
have no idea that any papers will come back 
here except those withdrawn and those that may 
bein addition to them. I have no idea—and gen- 
tlemen may be assured of that, that there will be 
any interpolation. There will be no perversion, 
and the papers will come back just as they are, 
unless there be some additional hight thrown upon 
the subject. Therefore, | would say to my honor- 
able friend from Delaware, that as his proposition 
is a deviation from the rule, | would not like to see 
it prevail. 

Mr. BAYARD. I waive my motion. I meant 
no reflection on the partyin this case, but I 
thought it would be a proper precaution in all 
cases to guard against the lapse of memory. 

Leave was granted to withdraw the papers. 


DEATH OF HON. A. H. BUELL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, its clerk, com- 
municating to the Senate intelligence of the death 
of the honorable ALexanver H. Bve.t, a mem- 

| ber of the House from the State of New York, 
and a copy of its proceedings thereon. The pro- 
ceedings were read. 

Mr.SEWARD. Mr President: Scarcely two 
weeks ago we arrested the debates of the House 
of Representatives by a message announcing the 
death ofa Senatorfrom Vermont. To-day, when 
we have not yet reached the subject assigned for 
discussion, the House of Representatives appeals 
to us for condolence in its bereavement of a dele- 
gate from New York. So frequent are the mo- 
nitions we receive, teaching us, that although we 
are the legislators of a great nation, we are, never- 
theless, also subjects of a King who is not of this 
world, and of whose kingdom there shall be no 
end. 

New York has thirty-four Congressional dis- 


tricts, according to the constitution of the present | 
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The seventeenth of those districts in- 

cludes that part of the valley of the Mohawk 

river, which, in the revolutionary age, was the 

western border, but which is now the middle re- 
gion of the State. At an early stage in the war 

of Independence, Herkimer, a plebeian patriot gen- 
eral, fell in repelling a British force from that 

beautiful valley; and Montgomery, one of higher 

connections, gave up his life in the attempt to 

scale the Heights of Abraham, which were the 
stronghold of the invaders. The Continental Con- 
gress decreed a monument to the memory of Her- 
kimer, but the decree yet remains unexecuted. 

New York first erased from the valley of the Mo- 
hawk the political nameof Tryon, which it bore 
in honor of a British governor, and, dividing the 
region into two counties, bestowed the name of Her- 
kimer upon that one within whose limits he had 
fallen, and on the other the name of the chivalrous 
hero of Quebec. These counties, as they now 
are, after many civil changes, constitute the seven- 
teenth district, of which the deceased, ALEXANDER 
Hamittron Buvewt, was the Representative, In 

the contest of organic principles which attended 
the establishment of the Federal Constitution, the 
people of that part of New York followed the safe 
lead and guidance of Schuyler, Jay, and Hamil- 
ton. But when, without a change of party or- 
ganization, that contest was followed by a new 
one, involving the principles of political action, 
that people came generally to the adoption of the 
benignant and comprehensive philosophy of Jef- 
ferson, and they still adhere to it as it was taught 
by himself. Nowhere, not even in that great 
statesman’s native Commonwealth, are his prin- 
ciples more highly cherished, and more firmly 
maintained, than in the region which I have 
mentioned; and not only there, but throughout the 
State of New York. We do, indeed, break into 
parties, and undergo changes of combination, as 
the American people do everywhere; but it is only 
as religious bodies divide and recombine, each 
sect striving to get nearer to the original and com- 
mon standard of faith. 

New York, so late as the beginning of the present 
century had very few considerable institutions of 
learning. But it was the good fortune of the de- 
ceased that he was born and reared in Fairfield, in 
Herkimer county, where some settlers frorn Con- 
necticut had thus early founded an academy that 
has since given many eminent men to the service 
of the State, 

Mr. Bue v’s father was short-lived, and his son’s 
patrimony was exhausted in his education. With 
a mother and sisters thrown upon him for support, 
he engaged in the mercantile profession at home. 
Afterwards, as capital and credit increased, he es- 
tablished from time to time branches in adjacent 
towns and counties. Ultimately, when the gold 
coast on the Pacific ocean was opened to Ameri- 
can commerce, Mr. Bue it, without giving up any 
of his domestic footholds of trade, extended his 
business into California, and the unpretending 
merchant of Fairfield, in New York, had also his 
crowded warehouses in San Francisco. 

It is almost needless to say that he was a man 
of probity, of assiduity directed by keen sagacity, 
and of energy regulated by exemplary moderation. 
Nevertheless, had these been his only marked qual- 
ities, he would never have been among us here, 
He cultivated all domestic and social and public 
virtues,and so he won early and he steadfastly re- 
tained the respect and affection of the cornmunity 
in which he lived. They admired his fortunes, 
but they admired still more the man. 

* All who deserved esteem he made his own, 

And to be lov’d himself but needed to be known.’’ 

He reached his high position, however, not ina 
day, but through the exercise of care, activity, and 
energy for many years. In 1845, he represented 
his fellow-citizens in the Legislature of New York, 
and in 1850 he was advanced to the honors of a 
Representative in the Congress of the United 
States. He brought to the discharge of that high 
trust the same faculties and virtues which had dis- 
tinguished him in the occupations of private life. 
He was prompt, punctual, active, and assiduous; 
conscientious in the votes he gave with fidelity to 
the principles of his constituents, and yet tolerant 
of the opinions and charitable in his construction 
of the motives of all others. He did not, indeed, 
debate. Debate in these Halls either wins a great 
influence or utterly wastes the spenker’s power. 
He exercised that calmer influence which is felt 
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by all, and the manner of which is seen by no 


one. 

Two weeks ago he hastened back from his dis- 
tant home by n 
to assure his wife of 
he had visited there. 


rthe resovery of a child whom 
The disease which was to 


become mortal attended him to his chamber. He 
died yesterday morning; and although he had at- 


tained the ripe age of fifty-one years, yet he died 


iht, through an inclement storm, 


_charge of the duties of our respective positions; 
but his character had previously been sufficiently 
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known to oa me for an appreciation of the | 


gentle amiability, united with firm purpose and 
unbending integrity, which marked his life. 


And I shall ever took back with satisfaction to | 


the intercourse, brief as it has been, which I have 


enjoyed with my deceased colleague; and I can | 


never fail to associate the idea of integrity, of en- 


without having encountered an ebb of fortune or , ergy, of firmness,and of gentleness, with the name 


of public favor. On the contrary, growing pros- 


a. and higher honors seemed to be soliciting 


1im to live on. 

1 know, Mr. President, that it is customary on 
occasions like this, to speak of the touching scenes 
of death, and to offer consolation to the bereaved 
survivors—and yet,sir,! cannotdo it. These sub- 
jects seem to me too sacred to be approached by 
one who, like myself, is habitually engaged in the 


affairs of life, and not in the contemplation. of 


death; in the strifes of the world, and not in the 
peaceful offices of religion. I will say, therefore, 
of the manner of the death of my late colleague, 
only thise That it showed that he had acquired 
the fortitude which enabled him to pay, as became 
a Christian, the debt which, in common with us 
all, be owed to nature. 

Of condolence with that weeping wife, on whom 


the care of his orphaned children is now exclu- 


sively devolved, and with that mother who has 
leaned on his supporting arm until she had 
passed her eightieth year with gladness, ever in- 
creasing with its increasing strength, I could speak 
only such words as human reason would suggest. 
I know full well that the light which reason throws 
into the darkness of souls oppressed by such griefs 
as theirs, is only as the borrowed light of the moon 
and stars. They know better than I could tell 
them how to look further and higher for a purer 
and holier illumination. 

Mr. President, what belonged to others to do; 
all that they could do on this sad occasion, has 
been done. The bereaved partner of the deceased 
has closed his eyes with her own gentle hands, 
and ministering friends, with scarcely less of ten- 
derness, have invested his perishing form with such 
habiliments as befit the grave. His colleagues from 
New York, all of them, from Manhattan Island, 
with its towers and temples Jost behind the masts 
of domestic and foreign commerce, to Niagara, 
screening his majesty in primeval forests, have at- 
tended that sad mourner and the precious burden 
she conveys to the place of departure from the 
eapital. And this morning before the sun had 
risen, accompanied by as many of those colleagues 
as could be spared from public service here, the pro- 


cession was already on its way to the desolated | 


mansion of the deceased , where sorrowing kinsmen 
and life-long friends will be in waiting to receive 
those precious remains and consign them to their 
final rest. 

The House of Representatives has paid an un- 
affected tribute of panegyric to his memory. All 
that remains for us to do, all that we can do here, 
is to respond to that tribute, as | know we shall do 
with the sincerity of sorrow and of sympathy, and 
then to show not only our respect for the deceased, 
but also our reverence for the great Power who hath 
thus suddenly called him away from among us 
into the Divine presence, by abstaining for a day 
from the cares and the thoughts of this world, and 
devoting that brief period to meditations befitting 
those who have been thus touchingly admonished 
that they are journeying to a world where death 
cannot enter, and where, to those who have quali- 
fied themselves for a gracious reception there, by 
faith and penitence for errors committed here, sor- 
row can never come. 

I offer the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Senate mourns the death of the Hon. 
ALexanper H. Buetu, late amember of the House of Rep- 
resentatives from the State of New York, and tenders to his 
relatives a sincere sympathy in this afflicting bereavement. 

Resolved, As a mark of respect for the memory of the de- 
ceased, that the Senate do now adjourn. 


Mr. FISH. Mr. President, I rise to second 
the resolutions offered by my colleague, not to add 
a word to the just and faithful tribute which he has 
paid to the memory of a true man, but to express 
my concurrence in what he has said of the charac- 
ter of our deceased associate; to join my voice 


sympathy with bereaved family friends. 
‘My personal acquaintance with Mr. Burtt dates 
only from the period when we met here in the dis- 


of Arexanper Hamitron Bue tu. 
Mr. President, I second the resolutions which 
have been read. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, it is an ap- 


propriate duty for me to join in seconding the res- | 
olutions before the Senate, and to pay a merited | 
tribute to the worth and memory of the deceased: | 


| became acquainted with Mr. Burts at the com- 
mencement of his Congressional term, and during 
the whole time have lived with him in the same 
family. Our relations were of an intimate and 
most friendly character. The announcement of 
death, always startling, comes to me, almost, as 


invading the sacred circle of my own household, | 


and J feel that I should perform one of the last 
duties the living can pay the dead. 


In all the relations of life Mr. Burt acted well | 


his part. His constituents were fortunate in their 


Representative. 


He was a man of quick percep- | 


tions, and great promptness and energy in their | 
execution. Whatever affected the interest or pro- | 


moted the welfare of those whom he represented, 


was sure never to escape his care.and attention. | 


He represented truly the principles and sentiments 
of his people, and while always maintaining his 
own opinions with great firmness, he was cour- 
teous to his opponents, and conceded with frank- 
ness to all the same right of opinion which he 
claimed and exercised for himself. Though a par- 
tisen in Democratic principles, he was no bigot in 
practice. He was strongly attached to the indus- 


trial classes, and sought to elevate them without | 
Ww . . 

The maker of his own for- | 

|| tune, and a man of active industry, his sympathies 

| were with those who toil. If his constituents shall 

| find another who will be equally faithful, able, and 

| true to their rights, then will they be fortunate in- 


pulling others down. 


deed. 
As a husband, father, andson, Mr. Bvetu was 


a most estimable man. Always kind and affection- | 


ate, his care was to make his home pleasant, and 
those dependent upon him happy. He seemed to 
live inand for a devoted and loving wife and his 





little children, and all was bright and promising in | 


the future. He had been to his home for the pur- 
pose of bringing and having with him one of his 
children, whose health was somewhat impaired. 
He returned but two weekssince, with the elements 
of that disease in his system which has terminated 
so fatally. If unceasing watching at his couch, 


| and the deep solicitude of an anxious, devoted wife, 


soothing all his pains, and administering to all his 
wants, as none but a wife can do, and wholly re- 
gardless of self—if all this could have rescued the 
deceased from death, he surely would have re- 
mained for years of usefulness and honor. How 


| impressive are the teachings of Providence, and 
| how inscrutable are His ways! A mother mourns | 

a dutiful son, a wife the partner of her bosom, and | 
Who can tell 
| the desolation of home and the pangs of an almost 
| broken heart? 
| kindest friend cannot obtrude; these are griefs | 
| which human sympathy cannot reach. The heart 
| must be left to its own communings, with a firm 
| reliance on 


orphan children a doting father. 


This is a circle into which the 


**Tiim who tempers the wind to the shorn lamb.”? 
His remains were taken this morning from his 
lodgings in this city, followed by his widowed, 


| mourning, and stricken wife and orphan children, 


accompanied by the delegation of his State and 
other friends to the depot. They are now on 


| their way to New York in charge of the Sergeant- 
| at-Arms of the House, and a committee selected 
| for that purpose, there to be met and mourned by 
| those who knew him best, and there to repose his 


ashes in the soil of his native State; a State which 


| honored him, and to which he wasan honor. He 
| was a dutiful son, a devoted husband, an affec- 
| tionate father, an honest and a good man. 
with his in testimony of departed worth, and in | 





What | 


more ennobling can be said of the living or the | 


i} ° 
dead ? 


The resolutions were unanimously agreed to; 
and the Senate adjourned. 







Jan. 31, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 31, 1853. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. C. M. Burner. 
The Journal of Saturday was read. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. STANLY. Irise to a correction of the 
Journal. The Journal refers to a point of order 
made by me with reference to the existence of 
the select committees of last session. I ask tha 
the resolution recommitting to the standing and 
select committees the matters unreported upon last 
session, to which the Speaker referred in his de. 
cision, may be spread upon the Journal. [ sy». 
pose there wili be no difficulty in doing it, and it 
presents the whole point. 

The SPEAKER. Itis competent for the House 
to order it to be done. 

Mr. STANLY. Then I move to amend the 
Journal by inserting that resolution, under which 
I maintained the committees were still in existence. 
[t is but four or five lines. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Journal, the gentleman 
will observe, refers very specifically to that resoly- 
tion. 

Mr. STANLY. Well, I want the resolution 
itself there,so as to make it still more specific, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sraniy’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 


BAIL IN CIVIL CASES. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to take from the 
Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 582, I think it is, 
concerning bail in civil cases in the District of 
Columbia, not for the purpose of putting it upon 
its passage, but that it may be made the special 
order for to-morrow at one o’clock. This is a 


Pra yer 


case of peculiar hardship, and I hope there will be 


no objection to my motion. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I object. 

Mr. JONES. I move to suspend the rules, to 
enable me to submit the motion. 

Mr. SWEETSER. [I objected because I desire 
that the bill shall be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

[Cries of ‘* Order!’ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must re- 
member that discussion is not in order. The bill 
has not yet been takenup. The motion is to sus- 

nd the rules for that purpose. 

Mr. SWEETSER. On that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. ~ 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Jonrs’s 
motion, and (two thirds voting in the affirmative) 
the motion was agreed to, and the rules were sus- 
pended. 

The bill was then taken from the Speaker’s ta- 
ble, and read a first and second time by its title: 


** An act concerning bail in civil cases in the District of 
Cotumbia.’”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now move that 
the bill be made the special order of the day for 
to-morrow at one o’clock, and upon that motion, [ 
demand the previous question. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Is it in order to move to 
refer the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order until the 
demand for the previous question has been dis- 
posed of. 


Mr. HALL. Is it in order to move to put the 


_ bill upon its passage? 


Mr. STANLY. I hope the gentleman from 


| Tennessee will let it be put upon its passage. 


The SPEAKER. If the motion to make the 
bill the special order is voted down, the question 
will be upon the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. CARTTER. I move that the bill be put 
upon its pe 

The SPEAKER. The motion ofthe gentleman 
from J’ennessee is to make the bill the special order 


| for to-morrow, and upon that he has demanded 


the previous question. 
Mr. JONES. I will state to gentlemen the 


| reason why I do not move to put the bill upon its 


poe now. Thereis another business to come 
efore the House this morning, and if we should 
attempt to put the bill upon its passage, and seri- 
ous opposition should be made to it, and the yeas 


_ and nays called, we might get into a scene here 


that would not be very pleasant immediately pre- 
ceding the business that is to follow. I hope, 
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shorefore, that the friends of the bill will permit it 1 In the halls of legislation he was not ambitious 
oo over, and be made the special order for to- | to be heard, but he was ambitious to understand 
; and perform his whole duty. The record of his 
votes, Mr. Speaker, in the State to which he 
belonged and of this House, bear witness to the 
fidelity and ability with which he carried out the 
important trusts reposed in him. He represented 
a liberal, a virtuous, an intelligent constituency, 
and the record of his whole life designates him as 
a fit representative of that constituency. Such 
men are exemplars for the rising generation, and 
fill up an unobtrusive but instructive page in the 
history of our country. 

But he has gone. An aged and deeply-afilicted 
parent, a wife disconsolate, children not yet old 
enough to realize their loss—filling up a range of 
years from infancy to eighty—are deprived of 
their main staff, standing in the relationship of 
son, husband, and father. Tears must be shed; 
anguish endured; but as we look with fond de- 
light through the intervening shower, to some dis- 
tant spot, lighted by sunshine, so may the afflicted 
see through, and beyond this vale of tears, the 
fairer land, illumined and consecrated to a higher 
and happier state of being. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House has received with deep sensi- 
bility the announcement of the death of the Hon. ALEXAN 
DER H. BUELL, a member of this Howse from the State of 
New York. 

Resolved, That this House tenders to the family of the 
deceased the expression of its sympathy on this afflicting 
event, and as a testimony of respect for his memory, will 
wear the usual badge of morning for thirty days. 

Resolved, ‘That the Clerk of this House be directed to 

| communicate a copy of these proceedings to the family of 


to 
m TC Ww. : : i 
The question was then taken on Mr. Jones’s | 
motion, and it was agreed to, and the bill was | 
made the special order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. JONES. I move to reconsider the vote 
jast taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider | 
upon the table. ; 

The question was put upon the latter motion, 


and it was agreed to. 
OBITUARY. 


Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, no response to 
the name of Arexanper Hi. Boeut will again be 
heard from him in this Hall! If he be called he 
will not answer, for he has gathered his mantle 
around him and laid him down to rest. 

tepresenting adjacent districts as we did, sitting 
at the same table as messmates here, and enter- 
taining opinions in many respects quite similar, it 
was natural that feelings of attachment should 
grow up—friendship, which we like to lean upon, 
and which gradually become a part of our own 
existence. When these ties are sundered by death, 
the life and character of the departed voluntarily 
rise up a8 never-perishing memorials before us. 

Mr. Buect was born on the 15th day of July, 
1801, in the town of Fairfield, county of Herki- | 
mer, and State of New York. Deprived, by death, | 
of his father at a tender age, maternal care and | 
ailection superintended his moral and intellectual 
training until the age of fifteen, when he was with- | 
drawn from the academic school, in his native 
village, and placed as a clerk in the store of a rep- || the deceased, and also to the Senate. 
utuble merchant of that town. Here his extraor- || 
dinary capacity for trade soon disclosed itself, 
and when he attained his majority his discreet | 
employer found it for his own advantage to re- | 
ceive him as his partner. This was the place in 
which the father of Mr. Bue t, in his lifetime, had | 
pursued the same business; and the enterprising 
son, with no other capital of his own to commence 
with than his good name, began the occupation 
of his choice as principal dealer, and pursued it 
with unsurpassed assiduity and vigor. This em- 
ployment he continued to carry on at his native 
place, and made it the chief business of his life. 
~ In 1845, Mr. Bue was honored with a seat in | 
the Legislature of his native State, and in the 
autumn of 1850, the electors of the Seventeenth 
Congressional district, composed of the counties 
of Herkimer and Montgomery, made choice of | 
him as their Representative in Congress. He took | 
his seat, conscious of the rectitude with which 
he should perform his legislative duties, and with 
a determination that no efforts en his part should || 
be wanted to carry out his long-cherished opin- 
ions of political rights and public policy. He 
laced a high value upon the acquaintances which || 
he made at the capital of the nation, and the 
amenity of his deportment recommended him to 
the favorable consideration and respectful regard 
of all who knew him. 

About three weeks ago, Mr. Buett was called | 
home by the ill health of one of his children. On | 
his return here, a fortnight since, he found himself 
overcome by fatigue, and somewhat afflicted by 
disease. At first, medical aid seemed to promise 
a speedy cure; but disorder succeeded disorder, 
holding on with such tenacity, that no skill of his 
physicians could arrest the malady. I will not 
undertake, Mr. Speaker, to describe the dreary 
passage which leads from the abode of health to 
the tomb. Eminent medical ability, the assiduous 
care of friends, the unremitted and most anxious 
attention and heroic devotion of his accomplished 
and affectionate wife, were unable to save life; and 
on Saturday night last, at twenty minutes past 
three o’clock, our colleague, with Christian resig- 
nation, and in the consoling hope of a higher and 
happier state of existence, closed his eyes upon 
the scenes of this world. 

As a man of business, Mr. Bue had but few | 
equals. Possessing the rare combination of prompt- | 
itude and prudence, the advantages of a profitable 
investment were seldom overlooked, whilst he 
carefully avoided the temptations of fruitless spec- 
ulation. Whatever he undertook prospered under 
his management. From poverty he arose to wealth 
and afflaence. The poor received his attention, 
science shared his bounty, relatives his affection | 
and his aid, friends his hospitality, religion his || 
countenance and support. | 


st ti 


deceased, this House do now adjourn. 


Mr. IVES. Mr. Speaker, Death has once 
more invaded our ranks, and taken from us one 
with whom we have met from day to day in this 
Hall—one who has faithfully and diligently at- 


portant station which he has so ably filled. By 
amenity of manners and kindness of dispocition, 
Mr. Bue. was endeared toa large circle of friends, 
to whom he was ardently devoted. By habits of 
untiring industry, punctuality and promptness in 
business transactions, he won the confidence of all 


| petence for himself and family, in which relatives 
and friends shared liberally. The village in which 
he long resided bears unmistakable marks of his 
public spirit and benevolence. 

This is & suitable occasion for calm considera- 
tion. A time when we may profitably reflect upon 
the sad scenes so often occurring tn the Chamber, 


|| seizes its victims, and tears them from all their 
endearing associations, causing the deepest anguish 
to take hold of surrounding friends. Could the 
strong ties of friendship bear one aloof from the 
| death struggle, then had not we at this time had 
these solemn rites to perform. Could affection, 
strong and abiding, have sustained any one, then 
would not the subject of these resolutions have 
been thus suddenly numbered with the dead. We 
may shed the tear of sympathy with those most 
sorely afflicted by this unexpected bereavement; 
we may and ought to condole with the family of 
the deceased, and manifest our anxious desire to 
assuage the bitterness of their grief, by suitable 
words and appropriate action, as individuals and 
as a legislative body; but at the same time feel 
that we come far short of touching the secret 
moving spring that stamps upon their minds that 
feeling of desolation which no language can ex- 
|| press. 
| While reflecting upon the departure of one of 
our number, the thought is brought home to each 
of us, that death draws near, and in a short time 
will overtake us. Soon we must encounter the 
' King of Terrors, and fal! into his cold embrace. 
How appropriate on this occasion to consider that 
it is appointed toman once todie. But what isit we 
call death, and usually so much dread? Is it to 
cease to exist altogether, or merely to change the 
mode of being? Those favored with pe precious 
Bible cannot consider it as the end of being, but 
| the separation of the mental existence from the 
physical; the loosening the ties that bind the soul 
to the body; the separation of the immaterial from 
the material—the immortal from the mortal; the 
conscious existence of the living vital principle, 
apart from the flesh and bones that now encase it 
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Resolved, That as a further testimony of reapect for the 


tended to the discharge of the duties of the im- | 


with whom he had dealings, and secured a com- | 


when the grim messenger, with unrefénting grasp, | 
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This mysterious tie that binds together our com- 


| plex nature, though little understood, is neverthe- 
| less subject to be broken. 


The evidences of the 
fact cluster thick around, and stand out promi- 
nently on either side. To these we cannot, if we 
would, shut our eyes. Hence arises the natural 
suggestion to forecast and prepare for ag event so 
important, and at the same time so certain. To 
loose our hold of every earthly object, and launch 
into a world untried and unknown, is fraught with 
consequences of the highest moment that can en- 
gage the attention of the human mind. May He 
to whom the future, the present, and the past are 
alike known—who hath given and perpetuated our 
being—kindly aid us to walk in wisdom’s paths, 


| that we may quietly and peacefully resign otr 


breath into His hands when the summons shall 


| arrive. 


Mr. IVES then offered the following resolution: 
Whereas the family of Mr. Boeus having determined to 


| proceed to-day to New York, with his remains for inter 


ment, and the Speaker of this House having designated a 
committee to accompany them : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to pay, 
out of the contingent fund of this House, and place at the 
disposal of said committee for the funeral expenses of the 
Hon. Atexanper H. Bost, asum equal to that usdally 
expended in such cases, to be ascertained and drawn fer 
by the committee. 


By general consent the question was first taken 
_upon Mr. Ives’s resolution, and it was adopted. 
Mr. Jenkins’s resolutions were then unani- 
mously adopted, and 
The House thereupon adjourned until to-mor- 
row, at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, February 1, 1853. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Acting Secretary of 
the Treasury, in answer to a resolution of the “be 

| ate for information as to quantity and kind of coal 
contracted for by that Department or its agents; 
which was referred to the Committee on Nayal 

Affairs. 
| PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD presented resolutions of the 
| Legislature of New York im favor of intercession 
| in behalf of Franciseo and Rosa Madiai; which 
were referred to the Committee on Ioreign Rela- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a petition of the Niagara Falls and Lake 
| Ontaria Railroad Company, praying the right of 
way through the military reservation at Fort Ni- 
agara; which was referred to the Commitsee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, two petitions of residents of New York, 
praying that measures ray be taken to secure to 
| American citizens abroad the rights of conseience 

and of public worship; which were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of New York, 
praying an extension of Uri Emmons’s patent for 
a planing machine; which were referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Joe Daviess coun- 
ty, Illinois, praying that the law for the delivery 
of fugitives from service or labor may be speedily 
repealed; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. I submit the petition of Dan- 
iel Drew, Robert W. Kelly, and [saac Newton, of 
the State of New York, very extensive proprietors 
of steamboats, in which they urge that the law 
passed at the last session for the regulation of 
steamboats is oppressive, and an act of impfoper 
legislation, for various reasons which they assign; 
I shall not detain the Senate with stating them at 
length. Their reasons are briefly these: First, 
they think there was no sufficient occasion for the 
passage of an act on that subject; second, the de- 
tails of that act are, as they think, an entire de- 
parture from the principles which have rezulated 
Congress and State Lagislatures in acting upon 
such subjeets heretofore; third, the law is partial 
and unjust; and fourth, the act will defeat itself, 
and will not accomplish the objects which it has 
in view. These petitioners do not ask for the 
repeal of the aét, but they ask, for reasons which 
they assign, that it may be suspended for nine 
months, until the regulations which are to he 
adopted in pursuance of its provisions shall have 
been determined, and notice given so that tl 
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parties to be affected may understand them. The 
subject is one of exceeding interest, and fam sure 


that it will give pleasure to the Committee on J} 
| able Senator has a desire to be present when the | 


Commerce to consider these objections, — I move 
that the petition be referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I present the petition of John 
Dougherty, of the State of Pennsylvania, in which 
he proposes the construction of a railroad from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific States, upon principles 
which have not been developed here. ‘The main 
one 1s, that the funds for the construction of the 


deposit issued by Congress, to be made a circu- 
laung medium and a lawful tender, and to be ab- 
sorbed by the profits of the road when completed. 
He also thinks this railroad between these two 
important regions should be made on a scale com- 
mensurate with its objects, and that, therefore, it 


| 


| 


} 


|| entirely accidental. 
i} 
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day, I supposed that there was some understand- *) 


ing between them that this bill should be taken 
up at an early day; and I believe that honor- 


bill shall be taken up for discussion or action. I 
would suggest to the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia, that in the absence of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, it would be better to lay the bill 
over until to-morrow morning. I presume the 
absence of the Senator from Massachusetts is 
This bill relates to a subject 


| with which | do not profess to be acquainted, and 
railroad shall be provided for by certificates of || I do not expect to participate in the discussion of 


| relation to it by what I shall find evolved in the 


| Senator from Massachusetts having manitested 


| 


it. I shall be guided altogether in my course in 


discussion by other gentlemen; but I think the 


this desire, the bill should be postponed, at least 
for one morning, so as to give him an opportunity | 


should have eight rails instead of four, and that || t0 be present. 


each car should have double the usual number of 
wheels. There is much ingenuity, and so far as 
I can see, some considerable invention in the sug- 
gestions which he makes. As the subject is un- 
der consideration, I ask that the petition may lie 
on the table. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of G. W. 
Pickering and others, presidents and cashiers of 
banks in Maine, praying a reduction of the stand- 
ard value of silver coin as a remedy for the scar- 
city of silver change; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Also, the petition of Gustavus G. Cushman, and 
the petition of the heirs of Thomas Bartlett, two of 
the civil posse called out by the Government of the 
State of Maine, during the disturbances on the 
northeastern boundary in 1839, praying indemnity 
for sufferings in consequence of their capture and | 
imprisonment; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the memorial of 
Henry Bohlen and others, importing merchants of | 
Philadelphia, praying that the Secretary of the | 
Treasury may be directed to refund any excess of | 
duty that has been or may hereafter be illegally 
exacted; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Finance. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a resolution | 
of the Legislature of lowa, in favor of the estab- 
lishment of an additional land office in the northern | 
part of Iowa; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. RUSK presented the petition of Joel Haw- | 
kins, a Cherokee Indian, praying to be allowed | 
the benefit of the acts of the 28th September, 1850, 
and the 27th February, 1851; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of 
the United States, praying that the homestead bill | 
may become a law; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Robert 
Cain, praying that his pension may commence 
from the date of his discharge; which was referred 


to the Committee on Pensions. I] 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ishope I am not asking too | 
much of the Senate when I ask them to take up 
this morning, during the morning hour, the bill “to 
extend the warehousing system, by establishing | 
private bonded warehouses, and for other pur- | 
poses.” I think it can beacted on and disposed of | 
during the morning hour; but if it gives rise to 
discussion, | shall be willing to lay it aside when | 
the special order comes up at one o'clock. I hope 
the Senate will indulge me in this request. I have 
put the bill off from day to day, to suit the con- | 
venience of members. I assure the Senate that it 





| bridges across the 


Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator from Massa- 


| chusetts desires to be present, of course | shall not 
| press the motion; but it has been postponed two 
| or three times for him, and I had supposed that he |} 
| did not care to be present. 


Mr. MILLER. I would state fb the Senator | 
from Virginia, that] know the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts desires to be present. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then I will not press my 


motion. 


DANIEL RENNER. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the bill for the 
‘relief of John F. Callan, administrator of Dan- 
iel Renner, deceased,’’? which had been returned | 
from the House of Representatives with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ADAMS. The amendment of the House 
is merely a verbal one, striking out the name of 
the administrator and inserting the widow, and I | 
move that the Senate concur in it. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


JIM CAPERS. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill ‘* for 
the relief of Jim Capers,’’ which had been re- 
turned from the House of Representatives with 
an amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS. The amendment is to insert a 
pension of eight dollars per month, in lieu of the 


allowance of nine dollars per month by ghe ori- || 


amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on the 


ginal bill. I move that the Senate concur in that | 
| 


| District of Columbia, to which the subject was re- 


ferred, reported a joint resolution in relation to 
otomac river; which was read 
and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the bill from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of Mary Bawry, | 
reported it without amendment. 


others, submitted a report, accompanied by-a bill 
supplementary to an act gs he 7th July, 1838, 
entitled ** An act granting half pay and pensions to | 
certain widows;’”’ which was read and passed to a 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Jowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
Burnett W. Dole, son and heir-at-law of Enoch 


Dole, a surgeon in the revolutionary war, praying || 


commutation pay, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof, and that it be referred | 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; which | 


| was agreed to. 


is a matter in which the commercial community |} 


take a deep interest. 
in reference to it. 


near occurring, which threatened one of the pub- || thereon; 


Lam daily receiving letters | soldier in the late war with Mexico, praying an 
A fire lately occurred, or was || increase of 


lic warehouses on which there was no insurance. | 


This produced a movement among the commercial | 
community in regard to this matter, which makes | 
it important that we should act on it one way or | 
the other. I hope the Senate will take it up. 

Mr. BELL. 1 wish to suggest to the honor- | 
able Senator from Virginia, that the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] takes a considerable 
interest in this matter. From remarks made by 
him, and by the Senator from Virginia, the other 


He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of James Corrigan, a 


pension, submitted an adverse report 
which was ordered to be printed. 


were referred the petition and.accompanying pa- 
pers of Hugh W.. Dobbin, of Geneva, New York, | 
praying a pension for military services, submitted 
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
the following bills from the House of Representa- | 
tives were referred, reported them back without 


' amendment: 


| consideration. 
| of the Interior to place the name of Moses O!m- 
He also, from the same committee, to which || 


| from Ohio. 


An act for therelief of William Lynch, a soldier 
in the late war with Great Britain; and 

An act for the relief of Aaron Stafford. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Comgnittee on Pen. 
sions, to which were referred the following pet. 
tions, submitted adverse reports thereon; which 
were ordered to be printed: 

Petition of Jabez Rogers, praying a pension for 
services in the late war with Great Britain, in 18]9 

Petition of Louisa E. Merrill, widow of Captain 
M. i. Merrill, praying a renewal of her pension, 

Petition of Abner Hancock, of Pennsylvania 
praying an extension of his pension for services 
and a wound received in the war of 1812, 

Petition of John H. Scruggs, praying a pension 
in consideration of his services during the Floridg 
war in J812. 

Petition of Roger Pinckney and Susannah 
Hayne Pinckney, heirs-at-law of Richard Shuy- 
brick, praying compensation for the services of 


| said Shubrick during the revolutionary war. 


Petition of Henry Allen, praying to be allowed 


| ° 
| arrears of pension. 


COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, 
On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 


Ordered, That the President pro tem. appoint a member to 
fill the vacancy in the Committee on Private Land Claims, 


| occasioned by the expiration of the term of service of Mr. 
CaTHCART. 


Mr. Pertit was appointed. 


ZADOCK C. INGRAM. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, by unanimous consent, 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
relief of Zadock C. Ingram; which was read a first 


' and second time by its title, and, with the accom- 


panying papers, referred to the Committee on the 


| Post Office and Post Roads. 


GENERAL HERKIMER. 
ir. SEWARD, by unanimous consent, asked 


and obtained leave to bring im a joint resolution in 


| honor of Brigadier General Nicholas Herkimer; 


which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


WILLIAM AND MATTHEW MOSS. 
Mr.RUSK. The Committee on the Post Office 


,and Post Roads, to which was referred the joint 


resolution from the House granting the petition 
of William and Matthew Moss, have had the same 
under consideration and have instructed me to 
report it back, and recommend its passage. It is 
fae similar in its terms to a bill that has 
yeen passed by the,Senate, and been sent to the 
House, where it cannot be reached. The passage 
of this joint resolution will supersede the necessity 
of the House acting upon that bill. I move that 
it be considered now. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution. It proposes to direct the 
Postmaster General to adjust and settle the ac- 
counts of Willianrand Matthew Moss, contractors 


: : ‘arrying the mail on route No. 5,991, atthe rate 
He also, from the same committee, to which || forcarrying Ie: 


was referred the petition of Thomas Foster and || 


of $1,500 per annum, from July 1, 1850, in the same 
manner as if that sum had been the consideration 


| stipulated in the contract, instead of the sum of 
| $700, for which their bid was erroneously made 


and the contract executed, 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be read a third 
time, read a third time, and passed. 


MOSES OLMSTEAD. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which were referred the petition and 
documents in relation to the claim of Moses Olm- 
stead, reported a bill for his relief; which was read 
a first time, and ordered toasecond reading. The 
report.was ordered to be printed. ; 

The bill was read a second time by unanimous 


| consent; and on motion at Wape, the Senate, 


as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its 
It proposes to direct the Secretary 


stead upon the list of invalid pensioners, and to 
cause to be paid to him during his natural life, the 
sum of eight dollars per month; the pension to 
commence on the 20th day of January, 1853. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON. I beg to be permitted to add 
a section to that bill, and I ask the attention of the 
Senate to it, and particularly that of the Senator 
It is: 
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Secretary of the Interior be authorized and re- | 





consider the resolution at this time. 


That the "Mire. Elizabeth C , I will merely 
quired to place the name of Mrs. Biizabeth Craig, ean of || state, that the institutions for the educatioe of the 
a. late Lieutenant Colonel Lewis Craig, of the United leaf dd : he United 8 7 
States Anny, who was killed in California aboutthe firstday || Gea and Gump, to the United States, nave long 
~ jupe, 1852, 0n the pension roll, at the rate of one half the been desirous of obtaining a correct list of this 
pay her husband was receiving ot, he time “fat deaths unfortunate class throughout the country. The 
thie allowance to commence trom the said frst day of June, - us co - . ° oe in 
+459. and to continue during her widowhood ; and should census contains that list, and it will be of great 


advantage to those institutions to have it. The 
object is to seek out those persons, in order to give 
them proper instruction. 

The PRESIDENT. It requires unanimous 
consent to consider the resolution at this time. 

Mr. BAYARD. I object. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘Then the resolution goes 
over until to-morrow. ' 


HEIRS OF BERNARD TODD. 

Mr. PRATT. The Committee on Claims, to 
which was referred the bill from.the House of 
Representatives for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Bernard Todd, deceased, have in- 
structed me to report it back, and recommend its 
passage. I ask as a favor of the Senate that they 
will take up the bill and pass it at this time. It 
can lead to no discussion; and for the purpose of 
saving the time of the Senate, [ will state in a few 
words the facts of the case. [t appears from the 
testimony that the ancestor of these parties was 
the owner of a tract of land at North Point, near 
the city of Baltimore, and that when the city of 

3altimore was threatened by the British fleet in 
1814, his property, consisting of a house and farm, 
was occupied by the American troops. On the 
llth of September, the day before the battle, his 
house was occupied by the troops, and from it the 
enemy was fought the next day, on its approach 
to the city. The guard who occupied the house 
were driven from it by the British army, and the 
house was fired and destroyed by the enemy. The 
facts in this case bring it explicitly within the pro- 
visions of the acts of 1817, 1818, and 1825; but the 
petitioners show that in consequence of the death 
of their ancestor, and in consequence of the pa- 
pers having been mislaid by the agent or attorney 
employed by them, they were unable to get their 
case before the Auditor, where it would have been 
paid, if ithad been presented. I hope the Senate 
will agree to act On the bill now. Favorable re- 
ports have repeatedly been made upon it by com- 
mittees of this body, and the other House; and it 
has now passed the House, and I hope the Senate 
will concur in rendering this long-delayed justice 
by passing the bill at this time. 

the Senate proceeded to consider the bill as in 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the legal 
representatives of Bernard Todd, late of Baltimore 
county, Maryland, $4,315, being the appraised 
value of the buildings owned by Todd, which were 


che marry again, or die while her daughter, now living, 
shall be a minor, the same allowance shall be made to said 
daughter during her minority. 

The Committee on Military Affairs have con- 
sidered this matter, and they think the proposition 
is a just and proper one. It will be recollected 
that Lieutenant Colonel Craig was killed in Cali- 
fornia, in June last, by some deserters in the 
wilderness; and he left a family who are entitled 
to be placed on the pension roll on the same prin- 
ciple as the widow of Major Dade, Captain Gard- 
ner, and others. [| trust there will be no objection 
to the amendment, for | can assure the Senator 
from Ohio that it is for the relief of a most worthy | 
nerson, and that if itis made to this bill it will 
insure its passage through the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill as 
amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read a third time and passed. 

The title wa’s then amended so as to read, ** A 
bill for the relief of Moses Olmstead and Mrs. | 
Elizabeth Craig.”’ 


LIMITATION OF CRIMINAL ACTIONS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to submita resolution and 
to introduce a bill, which I desire to have referred | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. The act of | 
April 30, 1790, relating to the punishment of cer- 
tain crimes against the United States, limits the 
finding of an indictment and the prosecution of 
offenders, in all cases of capital offenses, except 
murder and forgery, to three years, and then there 
is a limitation of two years put upon lareeny 
and other offenses not capital. Iam told by the 
officers of the Government, that under the provi- 
sions of that act, a large portion of the offenders 
escape. I wish to submit to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee a bill to repeal the thirty-second section of 
that act, and a resolution of inquiry, which I hope 
it will also take into consideration; and if it rejects 
the bill, that it will seriously consider whether the 
thirty-second section of the act does not deserve 
some modification. I hope that the resolution, as 
it is one of inquiry, will be acted upon now, and | 
that the bill may also be received and referred. 

The bill was read a first and second time by its | 
title, as follows, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary: 

* A bill to repeal the thirty-second section of the act ap- 


proved the 30th of April, 1790, entitled An act forthe pun- 
ishment of certain crimes against the United States.’ ” 


The resolution is as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- | 


consequence of their being used and occupied by 
troops in the service of the United States for mili- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the || tar purposes. 

thirty-second section of the “* Act for the punishment of cer- | : j 

tain crimes against the United States,’ approved April 30, | he bill was oe to the Senate without 
1790, so far as the same prescribes a limitation of three years amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 


third time, and passed. 


GENERAL RILEY—CALIFORNIA CIVIL FUND. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Brevet Brigadier General Bennet 
Riley, and to enable him to settle his accounts 
with the United States, was read a first and second 
time by unanimous consent. 

Mr. GWIN. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I hope %t will now be put 
upon its passage. 

Mr. GWIN. I am as anxious as anybod 
that General Riley’s accounts should-be settled, 
but [ am not willing to see the rights of California 
overlooked, as they are entirely in this bill. If 
the bill comes up fog consideration now, we will 
certainly have a discussion upon it, and one of 
considerable importance. The Senate passed a 
bill unanimously at the last session embracing the 
provisions of this bill, and also making an appro- 
priation to the State of California, which has been 
excluded in the one passed by the House. This 
bill requires that the civil fund, which of right 
belongs to the State of California, shall be paid into 
the Treasury of the United States. | must be heard 
on that question before the bill can pass the Sen- 
ate. [ask for the yeas and nays on the motion, 
in order that | may see who are and who are not 


within which indictment for capital offenses other than 
murder and forgery, shall be found by a grand jury, and pros- | 
ecuted, and a limitation of two years within which an in- 
dictment or information for offenses not capital, are to be 
found and prosecuted. 


The resolution was adopted. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives | 
was received, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed the bill from the Senate 
concerning bail in civil causes in the District of | 
Columbia; and an act for the relief of Barbara 
Reilly. 

The Clerk also announced that he was desired 
to request the Senate to furnish the House of Rep- 
resentatives with a certified copy of the bill entitled 
“‘An act directing a survey and estimate of the 
‘cost of constructing a canal basin at the terminus 
‘of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, in George- 
‘town,”’ the said bill having been mislaid since it 
was received from the Senate. 


LIST OF DEAF MUTES. 
Mr. MILLER. I beg leave to present the fol- | 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior have pre- 
pared by the Superintendent of the Census a list of the deaf 
mutes in the United States, and that five hundred copies 
thereof be printed for the use of the Senate, and five copies 
for each institution of the deaf and dumb in the United 
States. 


I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to || 


Finance. 
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burnt by the British forces in September, 1814, in | 


in favor.of referring the bill to the Committee on | 
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Mr. BRODHEAD. I would like to inquire of 


the Senator from Illinois whether | understood 
him correctly as moving a reference of this bill to 
the Committee on Military Affairs? 


Mr. SHIELDS. Ne, sir. I want the bill 


passed without any reference, and | ask for its 


reading, so that the Senate may have the matter 
before them : 

Mr. GWIN. This is a long bill, and it refers 
to an important subject. Twelve or fifteen hun- 
dred thousand dollars were collected by Generals 
Mason and Riley while they were Acting Gov- 
ernors of California, and constitute what is called 
the civil fund. The question of the right direction 
of that fund is one of very great importance. It 
has been discussed for days in committee and in 
the Senate, and we came to deliberate action upon 
it two years ago, and passed a bill on the subject, 
and also during the last session, both reported by 
the Finance Committee. From that bili, those 
features of it in relation to the settlement of Gen- 
eral Riley's accounts have been extracted, but the 
remainder of the bill, giving California $300,000 of 
that fund, has been left out by the lower House. 
My object is to move as an amendment to this 
bill, the one which was matured by the Commit- 
tee on Finance, passed by the Senate, and sent 
down to the House of Representatives during the 
last session. 

Mr. CASS. Do I understand the Senator from 
California to have no objection to the principle of 
this bill ? 

Mr. GWIN. None at all. 

Mr. CASS. The only objection is, that a gen- 
eral measure is not attached to it. 

Mr. GWIN. Thatis all. 

Mr. CASS. If that is all, I do not think Gen- 
eral Riley’s bill, under the peculiar circumstances 
in which he has been placed, should be overlooked, 
because it does not go far enough. ! am in favor 
of a general measure, but if this bill is right, why 
stop it for the sake of putting on something else? 

Mr. GWIN. I think the other measure to 
which I have referred is more right, or at least as 
right as this. Therefore there are two rights in- 
volved, and I want one attended to as well as the 
other. If this bill comes up for discussion to-day, 
I shall move as an amendment to it a bill which 
has already been passed by the Senate; but I hope 
it will be referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and on that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Owing to the peculiar circum- 
stances of the case, I shall vote against referring 
the bill, and for the bill itself; and I shall vote 
against placing upon it the amendment which has 
been suggested by the Senator from California, 
without knowing whether or not that may not be 
quite as meritorious as this. But there are cir- 
cumstances connected with this case which, in 
my opinion, demand that the bill should be passed 
without incumbering it with other subjects, as the 
Senator from Michigan has suggested. If there 
be so much merit in that other proposition as the 
Senator seems to suppose, [ doubt not that it will 

yass by iteelf. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the honorable Senator 
from California will excuse me for appealing to 
him to withdraw his motion. I am very certain 
that the Senate will not be willing to enabarrass 
the bill for the relief of General Riley evea by the 
adoption of that measuré to which he has referred, 
and in which I believe all of us, or nearly all, con- 
curred. The Senator from California, therefore, 
puts us in a false position by his proposition. 

Mr. GWIN. The Finance Committee, after a 
thorough examination of this question, two years 
ago, reported a bill to the Senate, which passed 
this Co and again last winter, and is now lying 
on the Speaker’s table in the other House, if it 
has not been referred to a committee. Now, [ 
should like to know how it would embarrass this 
bill by substituting for it the bill to which I refer 
that passed this body without opposition? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will answer the question. 
The Senator presents the fact that that tin went 
to the House, and they have stricken out all of it 
exeept this portion. _ 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir. 

Mr. HAMLIN. So I understand; and as I read 
the reported proceedings of the, House, they have 

stricken out that portion of the billéo which the 
Senator from California refers, and retained this 
feature of it. Now, if we again put it in, the bill 
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will have to go back to the House, and both ques- 1] 


tions will be embarrassed. pedi. ; 
Mr. GWIN. If thatis the case, how is this a 
House bill? If the House have stricken out a 


portion of the Senate bill, it would come back as 


an amended bill; | 


commission of one and a half per cent. upon the 
moneys raised and collected by him; and it directs 
the Secretary of the Treasury to cause proper 
defense at the expense of the United States, to be 
made to any suit or suits now pending, or which 


jut this is not in that form at all. | may be hereafter instituted against General Riley 


This is a House bill which has been introduced || for any moneys raised and collected by him in 


there, s : 
therefore the honorable Senator is mistaken. 


Mr. WALKER. I know nothing about this 
case, There seem, however, to be a great many 
Senators here who do understand it; and | am 
not 90 certain that there has not been some more 
of this * polling’ done. From my knowledge of 
the character of General Riley, I feel certain that 
he has got no proposition here that is wrong. If 


it be not wrong, it can the more easily stand the | of the Senator from California. 


test of an examination by one of the standing 
committees of the Senate; but it does seem to me 
to be a most unusual course that this anxiety 
should be shown to keep here, without reference 
to a committee, a bill coming from the House of 
Representatives involving important considera- 
tions, as it is admitted that this bill does. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator will 
permit me to state to him that I understand there 
ms no objection to the bill, nor to the principle of it. 
The object of a reference is to amend it by adding 
other matters that are perhaps equally just; and 
the apprehension is that that course will embar- 
rass the bill, and that both measures will fail. I 
am in favor of the bill of the honorable Senator 
from California, I voted for it before, and I took 
a great deal of interest in it; but I should be very 


sorry to see a bill which is acknowledged by all to | 


be just, defeated, as I fear it would be, for want 
of time, by sending it back to the House with the 
amendment he suggests. 

Mr. WALKER. 
ceded on all hands that this bill is right. 


said that I know nothing about it. The honorable | 


Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Burter,| who 


sits near me, says he knows nothing about it. | 


Now, it is very strange that we should not have a 
report and recommendation from one of our own 
committees in reference to a bil! of this kind. It 


seems to me, that if itis a claim generally con- | 


ceded to be right, it can the sooner be reported 


upon by acommittee, before which the Senator 


from California can be heard, and by which it can 
be determined and decided whether that or any 
other amendment be necessary to perfect the bill. 

Mr. MASON. 
California that he should allow this bill to go to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 1 suppose 


| 
| 


The Senator says, it is con- || sued in this case. 


|| 
| 
| 
] 


|, that question. 
I submit to the Senator from | 


that that is the appropriate committee, and if he | 


will withdraw his motion, I will move to refer the 
bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN. I would say to the Senator from 
Virginia, that this involves the settlement of an 


account tothe amount of $1,200,000 or $1,500,000. | 


Mr. MASON. The accounts of a military officer. 

Mr. GWIN. But for acting in a civil capacity, 
as Governor of California. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for 
the information of the Senate. 

The bill was accordingly read. It proposes to 
apply the provisions of the act of March 3, 1849, 
** to provide for the settlement of the accounts of 
public officers and others who may have received 
moneys arising from military contributions, or 
otherwise, in Mexico,’’ to Brevet Brigadier Gene- 
ral Riley, in reference to all the moneys raised and 
collected by him for contributions, penalties, in- 


ternal assessments, duties, or other objects in Cal- |) 


ifornia, from the commencement of the war with 
Mexico to the 12th of November, 1849; and he 
shall account for, settle, and pay into the Treasu- 
ry of the United States, for general 
balance of moneys shown to be in his hands upon 
that settlement. It further proposes that in set- 
tling the accounts of General Riley, the aceounting 
officers shall credit him with any sums of money 
paid or advanced by him to defray the expenses 
of the convention in California called to frame the 
State constitution, and all sums advanced by him 
for the relief of destitute overland emigrants to 
California, and also that the sums of money aet- 
ually expended for the actual government of Cal- 
ifornia after the ratiff¥ation of the treaty of peace 
with Mexico, and before the formation of the 
State govermment. 


urposes, any | 


} 
| 
} 
} 
| 





it further proposes to allow | 


and which has not been here before, and California to which the bill is applicable. 


Mr. CHARLTON. I should be glad to know 
the practical efiect of this. If 1 am not mistaken, 
it requires the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
take up this bill to-day. If it be so, what object 
is to be gained by refusing to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Finance? I am very willing and anx- 
ious that the bill should be taken up to-day, but 
that seems to be impracticable with the objection 
W hat is the use 
of thé yeas and nays? I understand that accord- 
ing to the rules, the biJl must go to some commit- 
tee, if its consideration be objected to; and, there- 
fore, while I am very anxious to take up the bill 
and act upon it to-day, as an act of justice to a 
meritorious officer, | cannot vote in the negative 
on the motion of the Senator from California. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill has been read a 


Ee — a 


mittee and passed by the Senate, there wil] }, 
| little or no difficulty in the House. As | under. 
| stand the matter, this bill was sprung upon the 
| House at a time when the delegation from Cajj. 
_ fornia were not there. Certainly | did not know 
| that there was such a bill until I read it on the 
| President’s table this morning, and I was as. 
_tounded to learn that such a bill had been sent 
here. Under such circumstances, I shall contest 
itto the last. Let it go to the Finance Com. 
mittee; let that committee act on it, and then | 
| shall acquiesce in the decision of the Senate upon 
| that action of the committee, and that, too, with. 
out consuming time in debate. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. According to my recollec. 
tion, we had a compromise about this ciyi| fund 
| during the last session of the present Congress, | 
| believe the honorable Senator from Maryland {Mr 
| Pearce} introduced a bill, which we passed, giving 
| the State of California $300,000 of the civil fund 
_ I supposed that was a compromise of the subject; 
| at least something was said about a compromise 
| at that time; and if I am right in my recollection 
/my honorable friend from California assented . 
| it. He said, this morning, that a bill had passed 


first and second time by unanimous consent, and || the Senate giving the entire civil fund to the State 


it is now before the Senate for its disposition, the 
question pending being on the motion to refer. 

Mr. CHARLTON. ‘Then | am mistaken. 

Mr. WELLER. This isa bill of vast import- 
ance; and it has been the usual practice of the | 
Senate, whenever a bill came from the House of | 
Representatives, to refer it to one of the standing | 
committees of this body. That rule, or that prac- | 
tice, of the Senate ought never to be departed from 
unless for very good reason; and I desire to know 
why it is that that rule, or that practice, which 


| has been uniformly observed, should not be pur- | 


Here is a bill from the House | 


I have || of Representatives which Senators have not been | 


allowed to investigate; and an endeavor is made to 
pass it without the usual reference. Sir, we do | 
not desire to embarrass the settlement of the ac- 
counts of General Riley. Iam sure the California | 
delegation have no wish of that sort; but we do | 


not desire that the question which has been so long || 


pending in the Senate, whether the State of Cali- 
fornia shall have the ‘* civil fund,’’ or whether it | 
shall go into the Treasury of the United States, 


| shall be embarrassed by the settlement of these | 


This bill undertakes to determine 
It directs that the civil fund shall 
be paid over to the Treasury of the United States. 


accounts now. 


| We, as the representatives of California, claim | 
that that money ought not to go there at all, but 


that in right ant, jeer it belongs, and should be 
paid, to the peop eof California. The Senate, by 
the passage of the bill two years ago, decided that 
question. They have decided in effect that this 
fund should go to the State of California. A bill for 
that purpose passed the Senate without opposition, 
, and was sent to the House of Representatives; but 
in lieu of that, the House of Representatives have 
sent to us a bill which proposes to give a different 
direction to that fund. Now, if that does not in- 
volve a question which ought to receive the seri- 
ous consideration of a standing committee, | know 
| of none that should. 


ment of his accounts, but it is because we are 
unwilling that the Senate should, without investi- 
| gation, predetermine this question, which has been 
| settled by them before, that we ask for the refer- 
| ence. +f 
Mr. GWIN. I will make an additional remark 
| on this subject. It is one of wey, great import- 
| ance to my own State. General Riley did not 
collect all of this civil fund; Governor Mason 
collected a large portion of it, and if provision is 


to be made for a percentage for the collection of | 


that money, why should not all the officers who 
were engaged in its collection be provided for in 
| this bill? In addition to that, we are here under 


|| Instructions from our Legislature, passed bya.unan- 


imous vote, at two sessions, to contend for this 
fund, and to claim that it should be paid into the 
| Treasury of the State of California. There is in 

this bill an express order that it shall be paid into 
| the Treasury of the United States. For myself, 
| Tam im favor of settling General Riley’s accounts. 
| 1 want it done as speedily as possible, and [ un- 

dertake to say, that if we amend this bill by adding 


It is, therefore, from no dis- | 
| position to embarrass General Riley in the adjust- | 


| of California. If my recollection be right, he is 
|in error in regard to that. I admit, a bill wag 

passed at the opening of the present Congress, 
| granting $300,000 of the civil fund to the State of 
| California, but I understood the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance to say at the time that it 
was a compromise. 

Mr. HUNTER. My friend from Pennsylvania 
is right, to this extent, at least: | had opposed the 
giving of any portion of the civil fund to the State 
of California, beyond the expenses actually in- 
curred for the military government, from the rati- 
fication of the treaty of peace to the formation of 
the State government; but I said at the time that 
I was willing, as the bill had many important feat- 
ures, and as California thought herself entitled to 
| the whole fund, to vote for that as a compromise, 
and give her $300,000. We passed the bill giving 
| her that amount, and sent it to the House. 
Mr.GWIN. My friend from Arkansas [Mr. 
| Bortann] will recollect distinctly that he put the 

question to me, whether it was a compromise, and 
whether or not we gave up our claims to the bal- 
ance of this fund. Tabewiee’ No. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. [ recollect now that the hon- 
orable Senator from California protested against 
the compromise which seemed to be going on 
among other members of the Senate. I voted for 
the bill granting $300,000 of the civil fund of the 
State of California, under the idea that that would 
be an end of the matter. If ] am right in my re- 
collection, and if that is still the judgment of the 
Senate, we ought to add, as an additional section 
to this bill, the proposition which we passed at 
the last session, granting California $300,000. 

Mr. BORLAND. As the Senator from Cali- 
|| fornia has referred to me as engaging in the de- 
| bate on the bill to which he has referred, I can 
| 





very cheerfully bear testimony to the accuracy 
with which he states his position. I did call the 
|| attention of the Senate to the fact that there seemed 
to be a compromise between the Committee on 
Finance and the California delegation on the 
subject; and although I did not think California 
should be allowed any portion of the civil fund, 
yet, as a compromise, for the purpose of getting 
clear of paying a great deal more that she thought 
ought to be paid, and which I thought ought not 
to be paid, I voted for that bill; and it was my 
impression at the time that the majority of the 
Senate voting in its favor did so with the same 
belief. The Senator from California, I know, said 
| that he protested against any such understanding, 
but I think the majority of the Senate at the time 
regarded it asa final settlement, and the bill passed 
|| with that understanding. It was at least my un- 
ilerstanding, and I presume it was the understand- 
ing of a majority of the Senate. 
shall vote against the reference of this bill to 
the Committee on Finance. I am willing to vote 
for the bill as it is now before the Senate; but if it 
should be amended, as the Senator from California 
proposes, I should, for reasons which I stated at 
the last session, be unable to vote for it; and I be- 
'| lieve there are a great many other Senators in the 
|| Same situation. Each of the Senators from Cali- 





to General Riley, as a compensation for collect- | to it or substituting for it the ane which has || fornia admits that the bill now before the Senate is 
ing, safe-keeping, and disbursing thé moneys, a || been heretofore matured by the Finance Com: | 


proper and right. It is one to which there can be 
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Therefore its reference, if itshould | 
tin bringing back to the Senate the proposed 
amendment of the Senator from California, would, 


no objection. — 


resu 


in my opinion, defeat, or at any rate greatly haz- 
ard ihe measure, which every one admits to be 
right—which the Senators from California them- 
jyes admit to be right, and for which they will 
vote. Under these circumstances, I cannot vote | 
for the reference, but I shall vote with those who | 
+o for immediate action on the bill. 
- Mr. GWIN. -All l ask is, that there shall be 
enbstituted for this bill the one which passed the | 
Senate at the last session, giving California 
«0,000 of this fund. Whether this bill be re- 
‘erred or not, [ shall make an issue on adding such | 
a proviso to it, I take it for granted the Senate | 
will not reverse their own action. 

Mr. RUSK. I voted for the allowance of | 
«300,000 to California, and I am willing to vote 
a rouch larger sum. I thought, and I still think, 
that she was entitled to it. The money was raised | 
there; but it is useless to go into an imvestigation | 
of that subject, because it is but incidentally before 
us. The object of the motion of the honorable 
Senator from California is to refer this bill for the 
purpose of attaching that measure as an amend- 
ment to it. IT submit to him that that course will | 
embarrass both questions. I shall be willing to 
vote for his proposition as an amendment to any 
of the appropriation bills, and | am ready to vote 
for it as a separate measure. But the object of 
this bill is to settle the accounts of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Riley. He collected, under the orders of the 
Government, large sums of money in California, | 
and thé object is to have some provision for set- | 
tling his accounts for so doing. I can see no dif- | 
ficulty in the suggestion made that the bill orders 
the money to be paid into the Treasury of the 
United States. It 1s already there. 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir. 

Mr. RUSK. It is not legally there, 1 admit, 


se 


but it has been there deposited, and all that this | 


bill seeks, is to relieve a very meritorious officer 
from the embarrassing circumstance of having un- 
settled accounts for a large amount of money. 
That is the whole of it. 


the keeping of General Riley’s accounts unsettled, 
and putting him in an embarrassed condition, does 
not give to California any stronger claim to the 
money than she has now. Under such circum- 
stances, unless there can be some reasonable ob- 
jection made to this bill, I think it ought to be 
acted on immediately. I understood the Senator 
from California to say that he had no objection to 
it, and that his only object was to attach the other 
bill as-an amendment, besides, I believe the sub- 
ject has been investigated by the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN._ I would appeal to the honorable 
Senator from Illinois whether his committee ever 
examined this bill? . 

Mr. SHIELDS. No, sir, we never did; but 
we examined similar cases, and we investigated 
the principle involved. But whether that be so or 
not, let the honorable Senator from California con- 
sider this single fact: those who are anxious for 
the passage of this bill, are also anxious to pass 
the measure to which he has alluded. Now, is it 
treating General Riley well in the Senate, at this 
time, when everybody admits his bill to be a cor- 
rect one, to embarrass it with other matters which 
may not pass at this session? If there be any of- 
ficer who deserves generous treatment here, it is 
this brave old man. Hf there is any objection 
against the bill, or against the principle of it, let it 
be stated, and let us examine it. If there is any 
objection to the amount, let that be stated and ex- 
amined; but I do not think it is treating this old 
officer well to select this bill, and make it a car to 
carry others, which may, perhaps, be equélly just, 
but the addition of which may endanger the whole. 
Mr.GWIN. Nobody is more disposed to treat 
eneral Riley with the utmost liberality than I 
am. I donot object to the principle of paying 
him. That is well understood by the Senate. 


G 


But there are other important principles involved | 


by this bill. It proposes to order the payment of 
the whole of this civil fund into the Treasury. 
The Senate has heretofore, by a unanimous vote, 
decided that a portion of thet fund should take a 
different direction. Besides, this bill is radically 
defective in another point. It proposes to appro- 
priate money to enable the Secretary of the Treas- 


~~» 


The money is already in | 
the custody and keeping of the United States; and || 


ee ee 





ury to defend General Riley against suits that may q 


be brought, or have been brought against him for 
the moneys collected in California. He is not the 
party to those suits. ‘The suits have been brought 


| against the collector, whom he continued in office; 


| 








and if you intend that the Government shall de- 
fend the suits which have been brought by the 
merchants, why not have the bill so drawn up as 
to provide for the defense of the collector, who is 
really the defendant to these suits? These cases 
are, | believe, pending before the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and if you are going to de- 
fend the right of the United States—and for my- 
seif | do not think the fund belongs to the United 
States, but that it belongs to California—why not 
provide for defending the party whe is actually 
the defendant of the case? 

Mr. BADGER. I think a just view of this 
subject will show theSenator from California that 
there is no real difficulty in that provision of the 
bill to which he objects as affecting the question | 
of the right of Californm to this money. ‘The 
money, as stated by the Senator from ‘l'exas, is 
now in fact in the custody and keeping of the ofli- 
cers of the Government. The only etfect of the 
provision of the bill to which he objects is to put 
the money formally and legally in their keeping 
as Officers of the Government. 
possible mode does that affect the question, 
whether this money oughtor ought not to be paid 
to California? In no way whatever that | can 
perceive. ‘The money was collected by General 
Riley as an officer of the United States, under the 
authority of the United States; and of course the 
proper place to put it is, prima facie, into the Treas- 
ury of the United States. When it is placed 
there, it does not follow that we are to retain it 
against any rightful claims of California, but quite 
the contrary. 4 is then put formally into the 
Treasury, and legally and formally under the con- 
trol of officers of the Treasury, so as to be strictly 
and formally subject to our digposition, through 
their agency, by a provision, whether made in an 


appropriation bill or by an independent act. 


I shall vote against the reference; and | should | 
vote against the amendment suggested by the Sen- 
ator from California, if it were now before us, not 


| as declaring any opinion upon the question whether 


the money ought or ought not to be paid to Cali- 
fornia. Upon that question I give no opinion, 
because | consider it utterly inappropriate to this 
bill, and because I should be extremely loth to do 
anything which would tend to defeat or even post- 
pone this provision for the relief of the gallant old 
veteran in whose favor the bill proposes to make it. 


Mr. BUTLER. Until this discussion took 


|| ows I should have voted for the reference of this 


ill to the committee, because I think there is a 


great security in observing the forms of the pro- | 
ceedings of the body as prescribed by our rules. || 
But the discussion has disclosed a state of things | 
| which render it a matter of justicé that we should 


vote for this bill without a reference, because, if it 


|is referred, it will be so overloaded that it must 


sink, and General Riley will not have any oppor- 
tunity of adjusting his accounts, and his age, his 
situation, and his services all require prompt action 
on our part for his relief. If the amendment sug- 
gested by the Senator from California comes up, it 
| 1s well known that it will give rise to debate, for 
| many of us believe the money alluded to is a fund 


| which belongs to the United States, and not to | 


ONAL GLOBE. 


Now, in what || 


45 


| to the citizens of New York. It was raised from 
| Our own citizens in common with others emigra- 
ting there from this part of the country, as well as 
| from all other parts of the world. It was, there- 
fore, emphatically the money of the United States, 
and I repeat it, California -had no more legal or 
equitable right to it than any other State in the 
Union. I know that the honorable Senator from 
California, as a member of that committee, thought 
| differently, and urged with all the zeal and force 
with which he usually urges measures for his State, 
that California should have the entire amount. 
As a compromise on the part of the committee, 
we agreed to give $300,000. I had supposed that 
would be the end of the claim. [did not suppose 
that California would set up any claim for another 
dollar of the money. But whether she does or 
not, the claim should not be considered upon this 
| bill, which is intended to give relief to an aged sol- 
dier, whose appearance admonishes us that if we 
| act at all in his case to benefit him, we ought to act 
early. It is to give him that to which he is enti- 
tled—a mere pittance, a moiety of that which he 
secured for the Government by his servicés. In 
short, it is to give him $15,000 for receiving and 
| handing over to the Government some $1,300,000, 
which he was faithful in collecting. He cannot 
have his accounts acjusted until this bill shall be 
yvassed. As I ceoaeatal before, as a general rule, 
i am in favor of a reference of all bills; bat this 
| is a case peculiar and outside of the general prin- 
| ciple. I shall, therefore, vote against any propo- 
| sition to alter or amend the bill, and against any 
reference, for I believe the bill is right as it is. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the motion to refer the bill to the Committee on 
Finance, resulted—yeas 16, nays 44; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bradbury, Chase, Pouvlas, 
Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hunter, Mason, Norris, and Weller—- 


NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Bor 
land, Bright, Brodhead, Brooke, Butler, Cass, Chariton, 
Cooper, Davis, Dawson, De Saussure, Dodge of Wisvon- 
sin, Dodge ef Lowa, Downs, Felch, Fish, Foot, Geyer, 
Hale, Hamlin, Houston, James, Jones of Lowa, Jones of 
Tennessee, Mallory, Miller, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Sebas- 

| tian, Seward, Shields, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Stockton, 


| Sumner, Toucey, Underwood, and Wade—44. 


| So the motion was rejected. 

| The PRESIDENT. The bill is now before 
| the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

| Mr. GWIN. I desire to move to amend the 
|| bill. I have sent for the bill which was reported 
by the Committee on Finance at the last session, 
| and I ask that action on the bill may be delayed 
until I receive it. Otherwise I shall speak to the 
merits of the bill until it does come. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the bill will be per- 
| mitted to go over until to-morrow, as my col- 
| league, who has the floor on the special order, de- 
|| sires to address the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN. | have no objection to that. 
Several Senarors. Pass it now. 

Mr. HUNTER. TheSenator from California 
| says he is bound to speak upon it. 

Mr. CASS. I trust that, under the cireum- 
| stances, it will go over. All comity decides that 
| the Senator from Virgimia[Mr. Mason] isentitied 
| to be heard to-day. As the honorable Senator 
from California announces that he means to go 
| imto a long discussion of this bill, it should be 
| postponed. 


| Mr. HUNTER. 


| 


| 


I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill until to-morrow. 































































| California, Therefore, after this discussion, 1 || Mr. BADGER. I appeal to the Senator from 
shall vote against the reference and in favor of the | California not to persist m offering his amend- 
| bill with a clear conscience. ment. The vote upon the question of the refer- 
Mr. BRIGHT. I agree with the Senator from || ence was a test vote upon the question of puttin 
| South Carolina, that as a general rule it is the || that amendment to this bill. There is a clear add 
safer course to have all bills pass through the or- || decided sense of the Senate against it, and | am 
| deal of a reference to proper committees. But I || sure he would not postpone this act of justice to 
think this.is a peculiar case. I have a distinct || General Riley for the purpose of discussing an- 
recollection of what occurred before the Commit- || other question upon this bill. 
tee on Finance, which reported a bill which gave || Mr. G@WIit. If my friend from North Caro- 
$300,000 to the State of Californie, raised in the || lina will only read the instructions that have been 
manner mentioned by the honorable Senator; and || sent to my colleague and myself, by the Legisia- 
my recollection is very much the same as that of | ture of California, by®a unanimous vote, he will 
the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania. 1 was || see that it is my duty to contest this matter. 
one of that committee who opposed giving to Cali- Mr. BADGER. I suppose the 7 of the 
| fornia one dollar of that money, believing that she | Legislature of California is to get this money 
had no more claim to it than any other State of the _ paid. . 
Union. The fact that the money had been col- Mr.GWIN. And to keep it from going into 
lected within the limits of Califorma no more enti- the Treasury of the United States. 
| tled her to it, in my judgment, than if ithad been = Mr. BADGER. And does he not see that the 
raised in any other State of the Union; nor any | very course he is pursuing, so far from advan- 
| more than the money raised in New York belongs || eing the probability of its payment, is absolutely 
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putting obstacles in the way of what the Legisla- 
ture have at heart? ’ 

Mr. GWIN. [think not. 

The motion to postpone was not agre ed to. 

Mr. Gwi N. I propose to amend the bill, by 
adding the following as an additional section: 

Jind be tt further enacted, That the funds collected 
from the date of the ratification of the treaty of peace with 
Mexico, to the 12th of November, 1849, when the collect 
on. sppointed under the act ot 3d Maral, 1849, entered upon 
the duties of bis office, be paid to the State of Calitornia, 
after the payments provided for in the second and third sec- 
tions of this act are deducted from the same. 

That brings up the question whether or not we 
will pay to California this fund or any portion of 
it. desire to have justice done to my State. I 
am willing to have the amendment acted upon 
now without discussing it. 

Mr. SEWARD. | feel very sure that the ques- 
tion on the amendment brings up the whole ques- 
tion, and therefore it is that | do not wish to be 
misunderstood in voting upon that amendment. I 
shall vote ag@inst it as an amendment to this bill, 
because I think it is out of time and out of place, 
and not upon the merits of the amendment. I am 
sure that if we are ever to have an opportunity to 
do an act of justice to this veteran soldier it is now 
to be done. If this bill goes over till another ses- 
sion of Congress he will be at rest, beyond the 
reach of any favor or any act of justice which we 
ean render. I hope, therefore, the Senate will 
vote to reject this amendment, and pass the bill. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was rejected. The bill was reported to the 
Senate, without amendment, and ordered to be 
read a third time. 

The PRESIDENT. By unanimous consent, 
the bill will now have its third reading. 

Mr. GWIN. Let it go over until to-morrow. 
I may have to say something on the subject. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the resolutions reported by 
the Committee on Foreign Relations on the Tehuan- 
tepec grant. 

Mr. RUSK. I dislike to oppose the taking up 
of that subject, especially on account of the ac- 
commodation of the Senator from Virginia. But 
I apprehend that it will lead to a protracted debate, 
and supersede other business of vast importance. 
The special order which has preference for to-day, 
is the Pacific railroad bill. That is the one which 
first comes up. It has the preferesce, notwith- 
standing the other was made the special order of 
the day for this day. I doubt whether we shall 
come to any conclusion upon the Tehuantepec 
matter at this session. ‘The Special Committee on 
the subject of the railroad to the Pacific have 
raperiel a bill, which I am inclined to believe, 
from what I have heard and seen upon the subject, 
will meet the approbation of a majority of the 
Senate. We are now upon the last month of the 
session, and the right of way to our Pacific pos- 


sessions over our own territory is, and has been, | 


for some years past, a necessity, and it should 
. . ' 
command our immediate attention. I have no 


disposition, as [ said before, to incommode the | 


honorable Senator from Virginia, or to object to 
his going on with the matter which he proposes. | 
If he will agree to a proposition which I wish to | 
make, I shall not object to taking up that subject. 
The Senate bill No. 560, ‘* authorizing the con- 
‘struction of a railroad and branches, for estab- 
‘lishing a certain postal communication between 
‘the shores of the Pacific and Atlantic within the 
* United States, for the protection and facilities of 
‘travel and commerce, and for the necessary de- 
‘ fenses of the country,”’ is the special order for 
to-day. All that I desire is, to take up that bill 
for a moment, to substitute an amendment for it, 
Which I desire may take the place of the bill I 
have named as the special order by the unanimous 


consent of the Senate, and then I will move to | 


pass it over, in order to take up the Tehuantepec 
grant resolutions. 

Mr. MASON. I have no objection to that, 

Mr. RUSK. I therefore move to take up the 
Pacific railroad bill which I have named, for the 
purpose of substituting another as the special 
order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. | now move that the * bill for the 
* protection of the emigrant route, and a telegraphic 
‘ Line and for an overland mail between the Mis- 
‘souri river and the settlements in California and | 
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‘Oregon,’’ and the amendment to it, reported by | 


the Special Committee, be placed upon the calen- 


now stands as the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. Il now move to postpone its con- 
sideration until to-morrow. 

Mr. HUNTER. Are we to understand that 
the bill submitted by the Senator from Texas -is, 
by general consent, adopted as an amendment? 

Mr. RUSK. Not atall. 
the calendar as the special order, in place of Sen- 
ate bill No. 560. 

Mr. HUNTER. Can thatbedone? How are we 
to dispose of the latter bill? The best way would 
be to reject it by unanimous consent. How are we 
otherwise to dispose of it by unanimous consent? 

Mr. RUSK. 
did the other bill, which was at first the special 
order; and the change made is, to place the bill 
which | have proposed on the calendar as the 
special order, in place of the former bill, so that it 
will be the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. HUNTER. 


It is substituted on | 


I understand that the Sen- | 


ator moves that, by general consent, we repeal the | 
order making bill No. 560 the special order, and | 


that we make the bill submitted by him the spe- 
cial order. Thatis the only way we can getat it. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The Senate has disposed 
of that matter, by unanimous consent. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. 


I have a substitute for | 


all of these propositions, which I desire to submit | 


informally and have printed. I am one of those 
who believe that we ought to have reconnoissances 
and surveys of the route from the Mississippi to the 
Pacific before we order the railroad to be built; 
and, therefore, I intend to propose a substitute 
appropriating $100,000 to enable the Secretary of 


OBE. 





\ *n- || presume there will not be a single dissenting voice. 
dar as the special order, in place of the one which | 


| Government. 
|| after examining this law, has arrived at the coy 


$$ —__—_ —— Feb. 1, 


of the House to introduce a resolution, to whi, hl 
It will be remembered by the House, that a 
was passed at the last session of Congress, giy;,,, 
an increased compensation to the employees shen: 
the Executive and Legislative Departments Of the 

The Comptroller of the Treasury. 


law 


sion that none can participate in the benefits of 
this law, except those immediately employed i 
and about the Capitol and the Executive De art. 
ments. Hence, although the laborers in the a 
gislative branch of the Government are specified jn 
the original act, yet the laborers about the Capitol 
grounds—the gate keeper at the western gate, and 
three or four other persons, whose‘duties are jot 


| immediately under the roof of the Capitol, are ex. 


It falls back upon the calendar, as || 


cluded. ‘The watchmen about the President's 
House are also excluded. The Comptroller 4. 


| cides that the term ‘ Executive and Legislative 
| Departments”’ must be taken as applying to the 


| Executive Departments. 


Capitol Building and to the buildings of the severa| 
Now, although his rea. 
soning is very plausible, yet these personsare ex. 
cluded from the benefits of this act, which was 
not intended. I hope there will be no objection to 


| the introduction of the resolution, which is simply 
| to provide that the benefits of the law may be 


W ar to have a reconnoissance and survey made. || 


The PRESIDENT. The Senator is out of 
order, and his proposition is out of order. The 


question is on postponing the consideration of | 


the bill until to-morrow. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I ask unanimous consent 


| to have my proposed amendment printed. 


The PRESIDENT. 
it will be so ordered. 
The motion to postpone was then agreed to. 
TEHUANTEPEC GRANT. 


If there be no objection, 


The Senate a to consider the following | 
ich were reported from the Com- | 


resolutions, w 
mittee on Foreign Relations: 


Resolved, (as the judgment of the Senate,) That in the || 
present posture of the question on the grant of a right of || 


way through the territory of Mexico, at the Isthmus of Te- 
huantepec, conceded by that Republic to one of its citizens, 


and now the property Of citizens of the United States, as | 
the same is presented by the correspondence and documents | 
accompanying the message of the President of the United | 


States of the 27th July, 1852, it is not compatible with the 
dignity of this Government to prosecute the subject further 
by negotiation. 

2. Should the Government of Mexico propose a renewal 
ofsuch negotiation, it should be acceded to only upon dis- 
tinct propositions from Mexico, not inconsistent with the 


demands made by this Government in reference to said || 


grant. : L 

3. That the Government of the United States stands com 
mitted to all its citizens to protect them in their rights, 
abroad as well as at home, within the sphere of its jurisdic- 


tion; and should Mexico, within a reasonable time, fail to | 


| reconsider her position concerning said grant, it will then 


become the duty of this Government to review all existing | 


relations with that Republic, and to adopt such measures as 
will preserve the honor of the country and the rights of its 
citizens. 


Mr. MASON addressed the Senate at length, 
and with much zeal, in vindication of the Garay 
grant and a communication, by Tehuantepec, as 
the most practicable route, contending that the 
Government should protect the grant now owned 
by its citizens. His speech will be published in 
the Appendix. 


Mr. DOWNS next obtained the floor, but yield- || 


ed, at the solicitation of Senators, 5 
And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvrspay, February 1, 1853. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. C. M. Borier. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER. The business first in order 


Prayer | 
|| ** An act amendatory of existing laws relative to 
| the half dollar, the quarter dollar, the dime, and 


extended to the employees who have been exclud- 
ed by the construction of the Comptroller, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I am constrained to 
object. 

ROAD TO OREGON AND CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill from the Commit. 
tee on Territories, for the purpose of having it 
printed, and ready for the action of this body on 
Monday next. That is the day set apart for the 
consideration of territorial business. I ask that 


| the bill may be reported to the House. 


There was no objection, and 
Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, reported a bill to provide for the survey 


| and location of a wagon road from some point on 


the Missouri river to the settlements in California 
and Oregon, also for the extension of the settle- 
ments along the same; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to the Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 


dered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a privi- 
leged question. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which that bill was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and move to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was put, and the latter motion 
was agreed to. 

PENSION BILL. 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the ‘* Act to 
continue half pay to certain widows and orphans;” 


|| which received the signature of the Speaker. 





is the reception of reports from the Committee on || 


Ways and Means. 
INCREASED COMPENSATION. 
Mr. GENTRY. I ask the unanimous consent 


| 


Mr..COBB. When I obtained the floor, I in- 


| tended to ask the House, the first time during the 


present session, to extend to me a personal favor. 


| But [ will abandon that intention now, and state 


to the House that on Monday next I will ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to allow Senate 
bill No. 74, which proposes to graduate and re- 


_ duce the price of public lands to actual settlers 


and cultivators, to betaken up and considered. I 


| will waive that now, and content myself with ask- 
| ing the consent of the House to withdraw the 


apers of a widow, who has a claim before the 
epartments, from the files of the House, with a 


| view to refer them to the Third Auditor’s Office, 
| where she can avail herself of the benefits of the bill 


which has just received the signature of the Speak- 
er—the papers of Mary Parker, the widow of 
Colonel Parker. 

No olffection was made, and the order for the 


_ withdrawal of the papers was entered. 


COINAGE. 
Mr. DUNHAM. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means to report back, with 
sundry amendments, Senate bill No. 271, entitled 


the half dime.’’ 


The bill was then read, as follows: 

‘ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
from. and after the’ first day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-two, the weight of the half dollar, the 
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1853. 


of fifty cents, shall be one hundred and ninety-two 
“and the quarter dollar, dime, and half dime, shall be 


- 


grains 5 


ovely one half, one filth, and one tenth of the weight 

said half dollar. , ! 
“usec. 2. «ind be it further enacted, That the silver coins 
jeened in conformity to the above section shall be legal 
venders in payments of debts for all sums not exceeding five 


‘6 Ss c. 3. And be it further enacted, That in order to pro 
hullion for the requisite coinage of the subdivisions of 
+ iiar authorized by this act, the Treasurer of the Mint 
i), with the approval of the Director, purchase such 
bu jion with the bullion fund of the Mint. He shall charge 
pself with the gain arising trom the coinage of such bul 
into coins of a nominal value exceeding the intrinsic 
thereof, and shall be credited with the difference be- 
n such intrinsic value and the price paid for such bul- 
». and with the expense of distributing such coins as is 
rejnatter provided. The balance to his credit on the profit 
sid comage shall be from time to time, on.a warrant of 
she Director ot the Mint, transferred to the account of the 
vypqsury of the United States. 
"Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, Thatsuch coins shall 
be paid out at the Mint in exchange for good coins at par, 
» cums not less than one hundred dollars; and it shall be 
iawful also to transmit parcels of the same, from time to 
time, to the assistant treasurers, depositors, and other offi- 
cers of the United States, under general regulations, pro- 
nosed by the Director of the Mint, and approved by the Sec- 
ret iry ol the Treasury : Provided, however, That the amount 
coined into quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes shall be 
regulated by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
5. And be it further enacted, ‘hat no deposit for 
coinage into the half dollar, quarter dollar, dime, or half 
dime, shall hereafter be received, other than those made by 
the treasurer of the Mint, as herein authorized and upon 
account of the United States. 
“Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That at the option 
of the depositor, gold or silver may be cast into bars or in 
gots of either pure metal, or of standard fineness, as the 


} 


V 
twee 


“Sec. 


owner may preter, with the stamp upon the same, designa- | 


ting its weight and fineness; but no piece of either silver or 
gold shall be cast into bars or ingots of less weight than ten 
ounces, except pieces of one ounce, of two ounces, of three 
ounces, and of five ounces, all of which pieces of less weight 
than ten ounces shall be of the standard fineness, with their 
weight and fineness stamped upon them ; but in case wheth- 
er gold or silver deposits be coined or cast into bars or in- 
gots, there shall be charged to the depositor, in addition to 
the charge now made for refining and parting the metals, 
one half of one percent.; the money arising from this charge 
of one half per cent. shall be,charged to the Treasurer of the 
Mint, and from time to time, on the warrant of the Treasurer 
of the Mint, shall be transferred into the Treasury of the 
United States: nd provided, however, That nothing con- 
tained in this section shall be considered as applying to the 
half dollar, or quarter dollar, the dime, and half dime. 

‘Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That from time to 
time there shall be struck and coined at the Mint of the 
United States, and the branches thereof, conformably in all 
respects to law, and conformably in all respects to the stand- 
ard of gold coins now established by law, a coin of gold of 
the value of three dollars, or units, and all the provisions of 
the act entitled * An act to authorize the coinage of gold 
dollars and double eagles,’ approved March 3, 1849, shall 
be applied to the coin herein authorized, so far as the same 
may be applicable ; but the devices and shape of the three 
dollar piece shall be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘*Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That this act shall 
be in force from and after the first day of June next.” 


Mr. DUNHAM. The Committee on Ways 
and Means, to whom was referred this bill, rec- 
ommend several amendments, which I will ask to 
have read. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 


In section two, strike out the words “‘ debts for all sums 
not exceeding five dollars,” and insert in lieu thereof the 
words ** dues of the United States.’ 

In section three, after the words “‘ intrinsic value there- 
of,” insert the words “estimatedin dollars of silver.’ 

In section four, insert before the words “quarter dollars,” 
the words ** half dollars.”? 

In section six, strike out the words “ of either pure met- 
als,’ and insert in lieu thereof the words “‘ or coined into 
disks of metals either refined or as nearly as may be practi 
cable, to purity.’ 

In same section strike out the word “* whether,” after the 
words “ but in case,’’ and insert in lieu thereof the word 
“where.’? In the same section, and immediately after the 
last amendment, strike out the words ‘‘or cast into bars or in- 
gots.”? In the same section, after the words “one half of one 
percent ,’? insert the words “‘and where it is cast into bars or 
ingots, or formed into disks, the charge shall not exceed the 
expense, to be regulated from time to time by the Secretary 
of the Treasury.”’ 

At the end of the same section, insert the words, “ and 
provided also, that the Secretary of the Treasury shall regu- 
late the size and devices of the new silver coin authorized 
by this act.?? 

In section eight, strike out the words “the first day of 
June next,” and insert in lieu thereof the words “ its pas- 
sage.”? 


Mr. DUNHAM. I offer, upon my own respon- * 


sibility, the following amendment : 


Sec. 1. Be it further enacted, §c., That so much of the 
thirty-third and thirty fourth sections of the act supplement- 
ary to the act entitled “‘ An act establishing a Mint and reg- 
ulating the coins of the United States,’’ passed July 18th, 
1637, as requires the treasurer of the Mint to purchase cop- 
per in the form of planchets, and to deliver them im that 
form for coinage, is hereby amended so as to authorize such 
purchase either in the form of bullion or of planchets, as 
may be deemed expedient; and that said copper in bullion 
or planchets shall be delivered froin time to time by said 
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al! such copper shali be returned to the treasurer by the 
chief coiner, weight for weight, without allowance for 
Waste, if the same be in planchets; but if the copper be in 
the form of bu‘lhon there shall be an allowance tor actual 
waste, in the manufacture iuto coins, but not to exceed ten 
thousandths of the weight delivered. 


Mr. DUNHAM, who was entitled to the floor, 


addressed the House, without concluding, in ex- 


planation of the provisions of the bill, and in favor 


of its immediate passage. 


| VOTES FOR PRESIDENT AND V. PRESIDENT. 


Here a message was received from the Senate 
by the handsof Assury Dicxins, its Secretary, 


| informing the-House they had passed the tollow- 
ing resolution: 


** Resolved, That a committee be appointed to join such 


| committee as may be appvinted by the House of Represent 


atives, to ascertain and report a mode of examining the 


| votes tor President and Vice-Presideut of the United States, 


and of nouilying the persons elected of their election.’ 


And that Mr. Hunrer, Mr. Bricur, and Mr. 
PEARCE were appointed the committee on the part 
of the Senate. 


“Mr. SWEETSER. I rise to make an inquiry of 
the Chair. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the con- 


| sideration of the special order, the hour of one 


having arrived. 

Mr. SWEETSER. 

Mr. DUNHAM. 
floor. 

Mr. JONES. 
the special order. 

Mr.SWEETSER. Upon that subject I claim 
the floor. 

‘The SPEAKER. No gentleman can have ob- 
tained the floor yet upon the special order. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I wish to know whether my 
motion to refer the bill reported by me this morn- 
ing to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union has been entered ? 

The SPEAKER. Ithas. The gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Jones] is entitled to the floor upon 
the special order. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Upon what ground is he 


I believe I have the floor. 
No, sir; | am entitled to the 


I call for the consideration of 


| entitled to the floor? 


The SPEAKER. Upon the ground that on his 
motion the bill was taken up and made the special 
order for to-day. 


EE 


Mr. SWEETSER. By the courtesy of the | 


House. 

Mr. STUART. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, I desire to make a mo- 
tion with reference to the bill in relation to coin- 


| age, which has been under diseussion here this 


| morning. 


I move that the bill and amendments 


| be printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 


BAIL IN CIVIL CAUSES. 


The SPEAKER. Thespecial order for to-day 


is the consideration of Senate bill No. 582, ‘* con- 


cerning bail in civil causes in the District of Co- 
lumbia.’”’ 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


ing of the bill. 
The Clerk read the bill, which is as follows: 


** Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That from and after the passage of this act, no person 
shall be held to bail, in the Distriet of Columbia, in any 
action of debt, assumpsit, or other action founded on or 
arising out of any contract or agreement, or in any suit or 
proceeding in equity brought or prosecuted for enforcing the 
payment of any debt or of any sum or sums of money due 
or claimed to be due by reason of any contract or agree- 
ment; and any person now held to bail or imprisoned for 
want of bail in any such action, suit, or proceeding, shall, 
on application to the circuit court of said District, in term 
time, or to any judge thereof, in vacation, be discharged on 
filing a cominon appearance. ’’ 


Mr. JONES. As! understand the laws of this 
District, some years ago Congress abolished all 
laws authorizing the arrest or imprisonment of the 
body of a debtor upon final process, but did not 
abolish the law authorizing arrest upon mesne 
process, and the holding of a debtor to bail, or in 
default of bail, his committal to prison, there to 


I ask for the read- 


' await the trial of the suit. 


The first provision of this bill abolishes bail in 
civil suits upon mesne process. To that, 1 sup- 
pose, there will be no objection on the part of any 
member of this House. 

The second provision of the bill, though in gen- 
eral terms—I wish the House to understand its 


treasurer to the chief coiner of the Mint, to be coined; and || object—is to affect a particular and individual case 
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of peculiar hardship and oppression, as [ think. 
It is for the purpose of discharging David Tayler, 
now confined in jail, in this city, in default ef bail 
upon civil suit againsthim. David Taylor, though 
a white man, 1s virtually and legally a Cherokee 
Indian. He is recognized by their laws, and 
treated by that nation as one of their people. He 
is the head of a Cherokee family. Some twelve 
years ago, he came to this city to prosecutea claim 
| against the Government for his reservation, under 
the treaty of 1835-6, as head of a Cherokee fam- 
ily. He has been here during that time prosecu- 
ting his claim, and finally, during the last session 
of Congress, a provision was incorporated mto the 
Indian appropriation bill appropriating the amount 
at which his reservation was valued, and giving 
interest upon that valuation, from the date when 
the money was due up to the passage of the act, 
amounting, in all, to something over $24,000. Im- 
mediately after the passage of that act and the ad- 
journment of Congress, some person in this city, 
who ciaimed to be the agent or attorney of David 
Taylor for prosecuting this claim, enjoined the 
collection and payment of the money out of the 
Treasury;and arrested Taylor, commencing suit 
against him, and requiring bailof him. He, being 
unable to give bail, not being a citizen here, or 
living in the District, was incarcerated in jail, in 
this city, and has remained there sincea very short 
time after the adjournment of the last session of 
Congress, and still remains there at the will and 
pleasure of this agent or attorney, who claims to 
be a creditor of his. It is a charge, I suppose, for 
lobbying the claim of Taylor through the Congress 
of the United States. ' 
Mr. CLINGMAN, (interrupting.) I wish to 
remind the gentleman from Tennessee that Taylor 
has already paid nearly $3,000 im such fees. A 
gentleman who attended to the claim for two or 
| three years, and the only one who really did any- 
thing, told me that Taylor paid him ten per cent. 
| on the claim as soon as he got any of the money, 
| being $2,400. 
Mr. JONES. I intended to state that fact. When 
twenty per cent. of the claim was enjoined in 
| the Treasury, Taylor was paid the balance. After 
| he was put in jail, he sent for the attorney whom 
he had employed some fifteen or twenty years ago 
to prosecute the claim for him before the Depart- 
ment, and paid him ten per cent. on the whole 
amount of the claim. 
Mr. SWBETSER. I rise toa question of order. 
| I submit that inasmuch as this is a general bill, it 
| is not in order to discuss the particular merits of 


|| any case that may exist, which is claimed to be a 


| case of peculiar hardship, upon which this bill is 

promereee. The bill names no individual, and I 

| beg to be excused from acting in this House upon 
such a suggestion. 

Mr. JONES. Iwill not detain the gentleman 

or the House any longer. I believe the House 
| understands the case, and are as well prepared to 
| vote upon it now as they would be at the end of 
the week. I therefore ask the previous question. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Lhope the House wil! not 

sustain the demand for the previous question, upon 
a bill like this, involving a great question. I ask 
the gentleman, not as a matter of courtesy, but as 
a matter of right, to let the House understand 
upon what this bill is predicated. 

| Mr. JONES. The matter is under the control 
of the House. : 

Mr. SWEETSER. I ask the House to vote 

down the demand for the previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 

the main question was ordered to be now put. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 

and was subsequently read the third time. 

Mr. JONES. 1 move the previous question on 
| the passage of the bill. 
|" The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I riseto a privileged ques- 
| tion. J move to reconsider the vote by which the 
House ordered the bill to a third reading. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair believes that mo- 
tion to be in order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
pending. 

Mr. SWEETSER. No, sir; the main question 
has not been ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. The reconsideration may be 
postponed. If the question is taken now, it will 
have to be taken without debate. 


| Mr. CLINGMAN. |! 


The previons question is 


make this point: that 
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the previous question having been seconded on the 
passage of the bill, you cannot go back to this 


question. Diet tie 
Mr. JONES. | would inquire if the gentleman 


from Ohio voted with the majority ? 

Mr. SWEETSER. No, sir; of course I did 
not. = he 

A Memoen. There was no division. 

The SPEAKER. The universal practice in 
such cases as*this has been to allow the motion to 
reconsider to be taken. It must be taken, how- 
ever, without debate, the previous question having 
been sustained. ‘ 

Mr. SWEETSER. My object is to debate the 
bill; and since [ am not entitled to do it, I with- 
draw the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. JONES. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was ordered to a third reading, and 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was put upon the latter motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

The question now being, ‘‘ Shatl the bill pass?’’ 

Mr. SWEETSER called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

‘The question was then put, and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 131, nays 22; as follows: 

VY EAS—Mesars. Abercrombie, Charles Allen, Willis Al- 
jen, Allison, William Appleten, Averett, Babcock, David 
J. Bailey, Beale, Benneu, Bocock, Bowie, Brenton, Albert 
G. Brown, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph Cable, Caldwell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chastain, Clemens, 
Clingman, Cobb, Cottman, Cullom, Curtis, Darby, John 
G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Disney, Dockery, Doty, Dun- 
ham, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, Ewing, Faulkner, 
Ficklin, Florence, Floyd, Freeman, Gaylord, Giddings, 
Gilmore, Goodrich, Gorman, Grey, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampsen W. Harris, Haws, Hascall, 
Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Howard, Thomas M. 
ilowe, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, George W. 
Joues, J. Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Landry, Letcher, Little, 
l.ockhart, Mace, McDonald, MeNair, Meacham, Miller, 
Milison, Miner, Molony, Heary D. Moore, John Moore, 
Murphy, Murray, Nabers, Newton, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, 
Audrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, Per- 
kins, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Preston. Richardson, Riddle, 
Robbins, Robie, Ross, Russell, Sabine, Sackett, Savage, 
Schoolcraft, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Seymour, Skel- 
ton, Smart, Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abrabam P. Stephens, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Stone, Strother, Taylor, Thurston, 
Tuck, Venable, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, and W ilcox— 
13. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Barrere, Busby, Caskie, Colcock, Con- 
ger, Duncan, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Holladay, Houston, 
John W. Howe, Martin, McMullin, Meade, Morehead, 
Penniman, Smith, Sweetser, Toombs, Wallace, Welch, 
and Williams—22. e 


So the bill passed. 
Mr.“JONES. I move to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was oo and to lay the motion | 


to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was put upon the latter motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be sus- 
an and that the House resolve itself into the 


‘ommittee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. 

Mr. HILLYER. I rise to what I suppose to 
be a question of privilege. The Senate passed a 
bill (No. 358) directing a survey to be made for 
the purpose of constructing a certain canal, which 
was sent here, but which has been lost. I now 
wish to obtain an order for the Clerk to request 
of the Senate a copy of the bill, in lieu of the one 
which has been lost. 

There being no objection, the order was accord- 
ingly made. 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Hovs- | 


Ton’s motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Brown of Mississippi in the chair.) 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
bill (No. 336) making appropriations for the ser- 


vice of the Army, for the fiscal year ending June | 


3Uth, 1853. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to dispense with the 
first reading of the bill, and that the Clerk proceed 
to read it by sections for amendment. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Clerk pro- 
ceeded to read by sections. 

Mr. GORMAN. 1 am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairsto move to amend, by 
inserting after the seventy-eighth line, the follow- 
ing: 


THE CONGR 


For erecting barracks and quarters at the Republican 


I move to take up House | 





Fork of the Kansas river, $65,000. 


| Mr. Chairman, this amendment is intended to 
| appropriate a sum for the purpose of building 
barracks and officers’ quarters at the Republican 
Fork of the Kansas river. 


| four of the military posts on the road to Santa Fé, 
| California, and Oregon, be abandoned, and that 
| this one be established in their stead. The point 
| here designated is in a fertile region of country, 
| where the troops stationed there will be enabled, 
| to a considerable extent, to sustain themselves by 
| theirown labor. With a view, then, of abandon- 
| ing Fort Snelling, Fort Laramie, Fort Leaven- 
| worth, and Fort Scott, | believe this amendment 
| is offered. It is recommended by the Committee 


/on Military Affairs, and [ presume no other ex- || 


planation will be necessary. 
Mr. HALL. I ask that the amendment may 
| again be read. 
The amendment was read by the Clerk. 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say, 
| in addition to what has been said by the gentleman 
from Indiana, {[Mr. Gorman, | the chairman of the 
| Committee on Military Affairs—and none under- 
| stand this subject better than he does—that this 
}amendment does not increase the regular appro- 
priation at all. Last year the new posts were pro- 
| vided for out of the general appropriation for bar- 
racks and quarters. But this year the Secretary 
|of War thought it best, with due deference to the 
| House of Representatives, to ask that specific ap- 
| propriations be made for these new posts, instead 
| of providing for them in the general appropriation 
| for barracks and quarters. As I remarked, if this 
|} amendment be a 
; amount of the general appropriation granted in 
| former years for the same purpose. T 
| eminently proper that the specification should be 


|made. From the investigation | have myself given || 


| to it—and I have looked to the subject with some 
| care—the fort atthe Republican Fork of the Kansas 
river should have an appropriation for it. It is 
situated in a fertile region, where wood can easily 
be obtained, and its location is one from which 


proceeding to the western coast, and to the settlers 
in New Mexico, Oregon, and California, It is 
proper that Fort Leavenworth, formerly a fron- 


it involves no further appropriation of money, I 
committee. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I desire to inquire if it 
is proposed toabandon Fort Atkinson for the pur- 
pose of establishing this new one? 

Mr. GORMAN. It is not. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. GORMAN. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


I have another amendment, 





| point in the bill. I move the following: 
| For erecting barracks and quarters upon the Minnesota 
| river, $40,000, 


| If there is no objection to the amendment, I will 
| not occupy the time of the committee by any re- 
| marks in explanation of it. 
| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GORMAN. I am instructed by the Com- 


' mittee on Military Affairs to offer the following 


| amendment, to come in after the one hundred and | 


| 
| 
; 
| twenty-fourth line: 

| _ That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
| 


ized to abolish such of the arsenals of the United States | 


as, in his judgment, may be useless or unnecessary. 


A word in explanation of this amendment. 


Several Memsrrs. No speech is necessary. 


Mr. GORMAN. Very well; I do not know | 


| 

| that any explanation is necessary. 

| The amendment was adopted. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. I move the following amend- 
| ment, to supply an omission; 

| Insert in line one hundred and thirty-one, after the word 
| «¢ two,”? the words “ three thousand five hundred dollars.” 


The section would then read as follows: 


For arrearages prior.to July first, eighteen hundred and | 
| fifteen, payable through the office of the Third Auditor, | 


under an act approved May first, eighteen hundred and 

twenty, in addition to an unexpended balance of seven 

thousand four hundred and twenty. six dollars remaining in 

the Treasury on the thirtieth of September, one thousand 

= hundred and fifty-two, three thousand five hundred 
ars. 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The Secretary of War | 
| and General-in-Chief of the Army recommend that || 


opted, it will not increase the | 


t appears | 


great protection may be granted to the emigrants | 


tier fort, should be removed to this point; and as | 


| hope the amendment will meet the sanction of the | 


which [ am also instructed by the Committee on | 
|| Military Affairs to offer, to come in at the same 















Feb. 1, 
The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I submit the following amend. 
ment as an additional section: 

For arrearages of pay, subsistence, and clothing, 
Captain Richard W. McRae’s company of Virgini 
teers, which served in the war with Great Bri 
and 1813, the sum of $10,335 31. 

I will simply say, that is precisely the amoun, 
due. After a laborious examination, the precise 
amount due each individual of these volunteers 
has been ascertained. ‘The amount is recom. 
mended by the Secretary of War as due these 
| soldiers, and | presume the committee will no: 
| hesitate to adopt the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GORMAN. I have another amendment 
which I propose, to come in after the one hundred 
and twenty-third line. It is the following: 

Provided, That from and after the first day of July ney: 
so much of the act of Congress, approved August third, 
| 1842, as places the national armories under the superintend. 

ence of an Officer of the Ordnance Corps, be, and the same 
|| is hereby, repealed, and from that day, the said arinories 

shall be under that system of superintendence which ex- 
| isted prior to the passage of the said act of Congress, 


- due to 
ginla volup. 
tain, in 18]9 


| committee upon the subject of that amendment, 
Several Voices. No; let it go. 
Mr.GORMAN. Very well. If no objection 
is made, I will not say one word. 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chairman, [ differ with my 
|| colleague upon the Committee on Military Affairs 
| [Mr. Gorman] upon the subject of this amend- 
| ment. This is a matter of great importance, for 
| which [ claim the attention of the committee. The 
_ alteration proposed by this amendment ought not 
| to be made. There is no question about it, 
| General Jackson, if I mistake not, about the 
year 1836, found it necessary to take these ar- 
|| mories away from the civil superintendence, and 
|| place them, with the other military branches of the 
| Government, under military superintendence. 
A Memser. That was not General Jackson. 
Mr. EVANS. My impression was that it was 
| General Jackson, but whether it was or not is not 
important to theargument. It appears—or it will 
so appear if we ever call for information upon the 
subject—that the prices of manufacture of these 
arms have been greatly reduced under the proper 
military superintendence. Well, sir, all this is 
| denied; but upon what authority? Upon the au- 
thority of certain pamphlets which are sent hereto 
show us that the real cost of the manufacture of 
arms was less during the civil superintendence 
than under the military. But, sir, what is the 
state of facts? I believe, as I said, that the cost 
has been less under the military than under the 
civil superintendence. At any rate, we have no 
| report from the War Department upon the subject, 
|| and information is wanted from there, before we 
act upon the subject here. We clearly ought not 
|| to legislate upon this important branch of the pub- 
lic service without calling for information from the 
| proper Department. But, sir, we have no inform- 
/ation from that quarter. We have not called 
| upon the War Department for it; and I know that 
| the head of that Department is opposed to this 
change—that he believes it to be an injudicious 
(change. He thinks it one which it would be im- 
proper, for the good of the public service, to carry 
| into effect. There are two parties in the armory 
in Springfield, in the State of Massachusetts, mu- 
tually arrayed against each other, in relation to 
this matter. I do not pretend to judge between 
them. They are continually quarreling. It isa 
most bitter quarrel between them—one side con- 
tending for the military superintendence of the 
armories, and the other to take it away from them. 
|| They have come here with their difficulties, and 
|| there is not a member of this House who has not 
been harassed with their solicitations—not one. 
Now, without pretending to decide upon the pro- 
priety or impropriety of this change, I say we 
|| ought not to direct it without a proper report upon 
‘the subject from the War Department. 
i Why do you not take from the artillery branch 
|| of the service the military management, and give 
1 it to a civil officer? Why is the Ordnance Corps 
specially picked out? Sir, why have you an ord- 
nance? For what purpose is the artillery of the 
|| Army placed under that special branch of the ser- 
| vice, unless it is that their scientific education, 
their special ability, and their long training, has 
rendered them competent to conduct that service? 
Yet, now you are about to take it from them, with- 


| It is proper that I should say something to the 
| 
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1853. 
out any Official information whatever upon the | 
eubject—without any report from the War De- 
narement, to whom the subject specially belongs. | 
cay this change is injudicious, and calculated to 
»mparrass the public service. Butif you deter- 
mine to do it—if you determine to take these arm- 
ories from under military control—under whose || 
superintendence do you propose to place 
them? For what good end do you propose to 
make the change? Where are the documents to | 
chow that it is necessary? I know that upon both 
ides there has been much feeling in regard to this 
matter. I know there is a deep enmity at the bot- 
tom of it, which has long existed at the Spring- 
feld armory, of which I now speak; and | know 
that enmity has found voice—I am sure unwit- 
sngly—through my friend from Indiana, [Mr. | 
GormaNn;} bat I tell this committee that if this 
change takes place, it will be a detriment to the 
public service. It is only to createa parcel of sine- 
cure offices to be filled by mere politicians. Noth- 
ing else in the world. 

The public documents show—and unless garbled | 
they will conclusively show—to the mind of every | 
ventleman in this House, that when these armories 
were under civil superintendence they were not 
only badly méamnu not only in disorder and | 
confusion, not only destitute of discipline, but the 
manufacture of the public arms cost twice the 
money they now do. Certain explanations have 
been given of that. The civil superintendency 
shows that there have been divers expenses to be 
taken into account—the erection of public build- 
ings, Which ought tobe charged against the Gov- 
ernment—that the facility of manufacturing has 
heen greatly increased, and that the increased fa- | 
cility has cheapened the cost of manufacture. 
But, whatever the explanation may be, such is the 
fact, that the price of muskets, which was fourteen 
dollars in 1841, is now about $8 50. 

This is an attempt on the part of these work- 
men to escape from discipline—an attempt to es- 
cape from rule—an attempt to escape from that 
authority which ought to be maintained in all of 
our military establishments. This is an attempt | 
on the part of politicians to have a loose service— | 
to have a parcel of workmen employed on the pub- 
lic works under no strict guardianship or author- 
ity, who may enter upon the broad arena of poli- 
tics, to make places for partisans to the detriment 
of the public service. 

ut why would you displace these officers ? 
Are they not instructed ata military academy to 
fit them for these special services? Why do you | 
instruct ordnance officers? Why do you give | 
them a special education for the manufacture of | 
arms, if it is not that they may be better qualified | 
for that kind of service than any other persons? | 
1 appeal to gentlemen of the dommant party, who 
are about to enter into power, and who, I believe, 
from all that I see before me, when they get it, 
will use it well—because I think the prospects for 


civil 


the prosperity of the country are fair under the || _ 
i | tion differs from the gentleman’s as to the cost of | 


incoming Administration—I appeal to them not 
to load themselves down with excessive patronage. 
They have enough to do in the disposition of the | 
present offices, in the removal of those who now 
incumber the Departments, without manufactur- 
ing another patronage. We have not done it in 
our time, and I pray youto have the same forbear- 
ance, regarding the public service and the public | 
good, above all the desires of any person to creep 
into office. - 
But if the House of Representatives choose to 
make this change, if you deem it proper to do it 
upon argument, call upon the Department to show 
you what it has cost you to manufacture these 
arms all along; what it did cost under the civil | 
superintendent; what the rule of discipline and 
order then was; what it cost under the military 
superintendence, and whether there has been any 
reduction in the price or not. If, upon that re- 
port, and upon all the other documents brought 
in, it appears that it is necessary to take away 
this superintendency from the military officers, no | 
one will accede to it more cheerfully than [ will. 
If it shall be found that this is an improper sys- 
tem, I will abandon it at once. But I think, on | 
the contrary, you will find, that by abandoning | 
this system, you are running from a very cheap 
system into a very dear one. That will be the 
result, and it is my belief, from the experience I | 
have had for six years in this House, that we | 
Ought not, in any branch of the public service, to 


| ency? 





abandon a well-settled policy without proper re- | 
ports from the heads of Departments to show us 
how we ought to act. But those reports are not 
before us, and | beg and beseech this House not 
to act in this hasty and inconsiderate manner, with- | 
out proper information. 

Mr. GORMAN. This subject has been before 
the Committee on Military Affairs for two or 
three years. At the last session of the present 
Congress, | made a report upon the subject, accom- 
panied with a bill. That report occupied all the 
ground that was thought proper and necessary 


to explain and illustrate the points proposed to | 


be acted upon. That report has been published, 


and the gentleman could have had access to it if 


he had desired; and I am very much inclined to 
think that he has gone off this morning without 
that preparation which usually characterizes his | 
remarks in this House. 
A careful analysis of the cost and general ex- 
penditure, and of the amount of arms manufac- 
tured, was gone into in that report, and a com- 
parison made between the military and the civil 
superintendency. I| have before me an estimate 
made by the Committee on Military Affairs, com- 
pening the civil with the military superintendency. 
f the gentleman will take the pains to look at the 
annuai appropriations made from 183] to 1840, 
during the existence of the civil superintendency, 
he will find that there were manufactured at the 
armories of the United States, 127,876 stand of 
arms; that the cost to the Government was 
$1,769,700 95. In 1841, during the existence of 
the administration of General Harrison, while 
Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, was Secretary of War, 
the civil superintendency of these armories was 
abolished, and the military substituted. From 
1841 to 1851, the whole amount of arms manu- 
factured at the armories was 126,794—more than 
a thousand ‘less than under the civil superintend- 
ency. He will also find that while the civil su- 
perintendency only required $1,769,000 for the 
whole of the time from 1831 to 1840, the military 
superintendency asked and received $2,018,209 79. 
Under the present system, then, they have manu- 
factured less arms, and received $300,000 more 


from the Government than did the civil superin- 


tendency. 


We need not refer to the statistics of this coun- | 


try, in the operation of our Government in any 
branch, for the purpose of showing thata cival 


superintendency has always been, and always will 


be, less expensive than a military one. 
The Army is expensive. 


The officers of the | 


Army, and especially the ordnance, make large | 


estimates. It furnishes employment for their offi- 
cers; gives employment to superannuated old men, 


who ought not to be in ihe service, but on a re- | 


tired list; and the service would be far better with- 
outthem. It furnishes employment for a large 
train of dependents. 
the superannuated portion of the Army. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


It furnishes employment for 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. My recollec- | 


manufacturing arms. I understood the gentleman 
to read what the whole cost of supporting and 
carrying on the armories has been. His figures 
include the purchase and improvement of property, 
as | suppose. 
to say that it costs as much now to manufacture a 


| 


But do | understand the gentleman | 


stand of arms as it did under the civil superintend- | 


My recollection is that it costs one third 
less. 


Mr. GORMAN. I will state, for the informa- 


tion of the gentleman and of the House, that [ | 
have read from an official document, showing that | 


from 1831 to 1840, we expended for these armories 
$1,769,000; that for a like number of years, from 
1841 to 1851, the expenditures were $2,018,289 79. 


During the last ten years theremay have been some | 


additional improvements. There were some in 
substituting the percussion for the flint lock. There 
were some other improvements of the national 
arms—the musket. 
artillery; but the difference in expenditure is too 
great to be attributed to the improvements which I 
have designated. 

But I care not upon what ground you place the 


difference; and if you contend that the expense of 


a civil superintendence would beno less, or no more 
than a military one, still | would insist upon hav- 
ing a civil superintendence, and for these reasons: 
Gentlemen who know anything about the ordinary 


business of life, are all aware that these arms are |. 


Some improvement in the | 
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manufactured by mechanics, and that some three or 
four hundred of your fellow-citizens are engaged 
in this business. They are fellow-citizens, they 
are mechanics; they depend not for subsistence 
upon the profession of arms, but upon the practice 
of their art. Would it be more in harmony with 
the institutions of your country to have these men 
controlled by a civil superintendent, drawn from 
their own rank in society, with feelings and sym- 

athies in common with the laborers @ho are found 
within the walls of these manufacturing establish- 
ments, or does this House believe it would be more 
consistent to place the citizen mechanic wader the 
control of military rule and military despotiem ? 
Am I right in saying military despotism? No gen- 
tleman upon this floor, who has looked into the 
regulations of the Army of the United States, but 
what will come to the conclusion in five minutes, 
that those rules and regulations and articles of 
war, if made to apply to the mechanics in these 
manufacturing establishments, are rules of despot- 
ism; rules of the one-man power; rules by which 
trivial offenses are tried by a court-martial, called 
by a military man. The sentence is executed by 
a military man, and his will is mostly the law. 
He turns them off when he thinks proper. He 
punishes as a military man punishes; he controls 
as a military man controls; he orders as a military 
moan orders; he does all things according to military 
law and military discipline. 

| hear the remark made upon my right, Why 
do they gothere? Because their profession and art 
compel them to go there, or be without employ- 
ment. There are no other establishments im the 
United States but the armories, at whieh particular 
artisans can be employed. Men are brought up 
to the particular profession of manufacturing fine 
arms, and are acquainted with no other. They 
go there, and after they have gone there, their des- 
tiny is fixed for life in society. When you place 

over them military superintendents you subject 
them tothe control of military law and military 
discipline. Now, why should manufacturers of 
arms be under the superintendence of the Ord- 
nance Corps? What particular sympathy, what 
particular identity of interest is there between the 
artisan and the Ordnance Corps? You have an 
Engineer Corps and you have an Ordnance Corps. 
That Ordnance Corps prescribes the character of 
arms to be manufactured, and the man who man- 
ufactures them is not a soldier, but a citizen me- 
chanic. And, in my judgment, the man who 
is to superintend the workmen, and decide how 
many hours per day they should work, and when 
and how they should work, ought to bea eivilien 
They are citizens, and ought to be under the con- 
trol of citizens, as soldiers ought to be under the 
control of soldiers. If the su) erintendent rules 
by military law, and thereby creates a military 
despotism, let him rule soldiers and not citizens— 
mechanics of the country. There is no reason 
that can be urged, unless it be one of economy, 
and that has been urged and failed, tending to show 
that military men should have the superintendence 
of citizen mechanics, engaged in the public work- 
shops. 

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Evans} 
stated that the Secretary of War was not in favor 
of the change designed by the amendment I have 
submitted. He is right; but if he had looked mto 
the report of the Secretary of War, he would bave 
found that the Secretary makes a very tame allu- 
sion to the subject. It will be found on page 10 
of the report the gentleman has in his hands. He 
says: 

** The reports of the Chief of the Ordnance Bureau and 
of the Quartermaster’s Department, will show the opera 
tions of these important branches of the service. Several 
of the suggestions contained in them are deserving of atten- 
The first of these two reports exhibits a very satiefac- 
tory view of the operations of the national armories at 
Springfield and Harper’s Ferry; and [ concur im the opin- 


ion that no benefit wou'd be likely to result from a return to 
the former mo¢e of governing these establishments.” 





He says that ‘‘no benefit would be likely to 
result from a return to the former mode of gov- 
erning these establishments,’’ and no more. That 
remark, I apprehend, was made with regard to 
the bill I had the honor at the last session to re- 
port from the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
to call attention to his views, It is not possible 
to draw anything very satisfactory from that rec- 
ommendation, as hegives no reason for his sugges- 
tion. I cannot, indeed, conceive of any other thing 
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controlling him in making it, than a desire to bring 
this matter to the consideration of the committee 
and the country. : 

But, Mr. Chairman, this subject has excited a 
great deal of interest in the vicinity of Springfield 
and of Harper’s Ferry. The artisans In the em- 
ploy of the Government in the armories at those 
places, have come up here with petitions and me- 
morials, praying for a return to the civil superin- 
tendency, afd the abolition of the existing military 
one. 

Mr. CARTTER, I wish, at this point, to in- 
quire of the gentleman from Indiana, what the 
particular object of complaint is on the part of 
these mechanics ? 

Mr. GORMAN. The complaints are as diver- 
sified as those who make them. Some have one 
and some have another complaint, but the main 
one is the oppression of the military despotism to 
which they are subjected. They say that under 
military control they are governed by military rule 
like soldiers. They say that if anything goes 
wrong under the military rule, without their 
knowledge they are harassed by numerous petty 
orders. 

Mr. ALLISON, I desire to propound an in- 
= to the gentleman. He appears to make a 

istinction between the rule that would govern the 
institution at Springfield under a civil superin- 
tendency and the rule that would govern under a 
military superintendency. Now, | should like to 
know, if | understand him correctly, whether a 
different set of rules control the armory under a 
military superintendent from what control it under 
a civil one? 

Mr. GORMAN. I will explain to the gentle- 
man. ‘lhere are different rules. The rules and 
regulations of the armory have been reported to 
me, and I have had them under my consideration 
for some time. The gentleman from Connecticut, 
{Mr. Incerso..,] whose constituents are inter- 
ested in this matter, has in his possession deposi- 
tions embodying the rules of the armory at Spring- 
field, both under a civil and a military superin- 
tendency, the number of working hours per day, 
the manner of dividing labor, and the manner of 
discharging workmen for particularcauses. The 
rulee are framed by the superintendents them- 
selves. There is no law which specifies the par- 
ticular law or rule that shall govern, excepting the 
general one for the establishment of armories and 
the manufacture of arms. Any gentleman who 
will take the pains to look atthe statements which 
have appeared in the public papers, and the facts 
set forth in the report made by me from the Mil- 
itary Committee at the last session, must conclude 
that there has been a tyrannical oppression of these 
mechanics in various ways, or else a vast deal of 
perjury has been committed on their part. 

1 am inclined to think there is nothing which can 
be more satisfactorily shown than that these men 
have been oppressed under a military rule infinitely 
beyond anything they were required to submit to 
under a civil superintendence, and that more arms 
have been manufactured for the same time under 
the civil than under the military supervision, and 
with an outlay of less money. All these are un- 
deniable facts. And now, Mr. Chairman, not 
having calculated to have occupied so much time 
when I rose, | leave the subject with the committee. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Before the 
gentleman takes his seat, | desire to ask him a 
quesuon. My recollection, on looking at the doc- 
uments, is this: That the present cost of the man- 
ufacture of a musket is less than eight dollars, 
while before the military superintendency it was 
fourteen dollars. 1 desire to know if | am right? 
I know there has been a good deal of money ex- 
pended in the improvement of machinery and the 
erection of buildings, but has not the operation of 
the present system reduced the cost of each arm 
manufactured about one half? 

Mr. GORMAN. The gentleman is mistaken 
as to the extent of reduction in the cost of manu- 
facturing arms. There has been some reduction, 
and that has principally been caused by improve- 
ments in machinery; for which improvements the 
gentleman must remember we are indebted to the 
shrewd, ingenious mechanics, and not the super- 
intendent. Heis entitled to no credit. The whole 
credit belongs to the petitioning artisans. 

Mr. STEVENS. They cost money. 

Mr. GORMAN. To be sure they have cost 

money; but that money has not been the cause of 
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| 
these improvements, which greatly reduce the cos 
of manufacture, but the ingenuity of the mechanics. 
Those very men who have discovered and put 
into execution these improvements are the very 
memorialists to Congress for relief from this 
military rule. Then the main question for our 
determination is, whether it is best to rule your 
mechanics, your working men, by military men, ’| 
or citizens who have a sympathy with them? 
Which comports best with the institutions of our 
country, the civil or the military superintendency 
of the citizen laborer? 

I apprehend gentlemen will not be long in reach- 
ing the conclusion—to have civil and not military 
supervision of the United States armories. The 
business of your Army and its officers is of a dif- 
ferent character. The Ordnance Corps was de- || 
signed to prescribe thearms bestadapted for national || 
defense. The education of its members is direct- 
ed towards the investigation of what kind of arms 
will do the greatest execution in time of war; 
what artillery is best, and of what materials it 
should be manufactured; what caliber and ca- 
pacity is best, are matters for the investigation of 
the Ordnance Corps. The mere fact that the edu- 
cation of your military men has been with a refer- 
ence to these matters, does not capacitate them for 
the control of your mechanics in the pursuit of 
their profession. I apprel:end that there is no 
gentleman in this committee in favor of the con- 
tinance of the military superintendency, when your 
mechanics are appealing to you to relieve them || 
from the evil. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Mr. Chairman, I did not 
anticipate when I came here this morning, that the 
question involved in the amendment offered by 
the honorable member from Indiana would come 
up for discussion at this time, and in the shape it 
does. I repeat it simply because I have not those 
facts by me at command which will énable me to 
do justice to the whole matter—a subject intimate- 
ly connected with the interests of a respectable 
portion of my constituents. Notwithstanding, 
however, that I am somewhat unprepared, I feel 
that I should be doing injury to the views and || 
wishes of a large body of the mechanics of my | 
State, more particularly of my district, did [ suffer || 
the present occasion to pass without raising my 
voice in opposition to the military discipline exer- || 
cised by military officers at the national armories | 
of our country. 1 wish to direct my remarks more 
particularly to that in operation at Springfield, in | 
the State of Massachusetts; and before I proceed 
I will say, that if the facts sworn to in eight affida- | 
vits before me, and sent to me that [ might see the 
actual state of things at that armory, are true, || 
there is a tyranny, petty and despicable, exercised 
over the free, virtuous, and respectable mechan- 
ics at work there, which hardly finds a parallel 
within the walls of the penitentiary of my own 
State. 

Now, sir, Iam opposed to the whole system of | 
military superintendence in the Governmentarmo- | 
ries, as they are called. I believe that it is more | 
expensive than the system of civil superintend- 
ence; that it does injustice to those of our man- 
ufacturers who are engaged in contracts for the 
manufacture of Government arms, and who were 
induced to enter upon this kind of manufacture, 
under the idea that it was to belong to private con- | 
tractors; and lastly and principally, because the 
system is at war with our free institutions, and 
degrading in its operation to the intelligent me- | 
chanics of our country. 

And first, sir, under the plea of economy, I be- | 
lieve an extravagance has characterized the opera- | 
tions of these armories. I shall take the armory 
at Springfield. 

Gentlemen will find, I think, upon examination 
of the figures in the proper Department, that | 
while the number of arms manufactured at the | 
Springfield armory during the ten years of military 
superintendency was less than the number manv- | 
factured during the previous ten years of civil | 
superintendency, the amount of expenditures was 
much greater. Thus: 

Amount expended from 1842 to 1851, under mili- 

tary superintendence.......... $2,018,289 87 
Amount expended from 1831 to 

1840, under civil superintendence, 





1,767,700 95 | 





Showing, if my figures are correct, 
a balance in favor of the civil 


superintendence of,........... $250,588 92 


to 1840, and from 1841 to 1852? 


| would have enabled me to give to the House. 


| these military establishments. 


| military system. 
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Mr. CARTTER. With the permission of my 
friend, I desire to inquire of him whether he we 
the comparative snenate of the.two terms }. 
gies? How much would they turn out from 183) 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I have not the figures by 
me, but I think they are given in the report whic, 
the gentleman from Indiana has in his hand. As 
I before said, the subject has been sprung upo 
me, and I am unable to give the facts, which um 


n 
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Again: The tendency of these military govern. 


| ment manufactories is towards military govern. 
|| ment monopolies. The result to my mind is jp. 
evitable. This is done by accepting only sy), 


contracts from private individuals as will be ryin. 
ous to them, and this will be accomplished under 
the pretense that the Government can manufacture 


/arms at the low price offered. In the year 1,0 
| Congress passed a resolution, appropriating anny. 
_ ally a sum of money for the purchase of arms, to 


be made by private contract. Under the inducemen: 
thus held out, private citizens have invested laros 
sums of money in buildings, tools, and machinery. 
Two of these manufactories are in my own dis. 
trict. Now, sir, if this military system is carried 
out, it will end in the withdrawal of all contracts 
from private individuals and manufactories, | 
am opposed to the change so long as private jn- 


| dustry can furnish us with what the Government 


wants. A fair field and no favors is My motto 
in this, as in other matters of political economy. 
But the great evil of this military system I have 
yet totouch upon. It is what the respectable 
mechanics whose affidavits I have here have aright 
to complain of. It is what I willever hold up my 
voice against. The petty tyranny exercised in 
Now, sir, there is 
no doubt of this, if these affidavits, sworn to by 


| men, some of whom I know personally, and 


sworn before a magistrate also known to me, are 
true. Gentlemen may examine them. I will not 
read the names to the House; for a request has 
been made to me not to do so if it could be avoid- 
ed, lest these persons might fall under the proscrip- 
tion of the military superintendent of that armory 
for having dared to murmur at their lot. But | 
will give the House an abstract of what is sworn 
to in these eight affidavits. 

One man, fifty years of age, was discharged be- 
cause he went to the wash-room on one occasion 
two or three minutes before the bell was rung for 
the close of the work. Another man was dis- 
charged for another infringement of the rule, ‘ that 
no man should leave the shop to make any pur- 
chase whatsoever,’’ and he voluntarily left the ar- 
mory indisgust. If a workman at the commence- 
ment of work in the morning is not in when the 
bell stops ringing, he is obliged to lose a quarter 
of a day, and if the offense is repeated, he is liable 
tobe discharged. This is fortified, too, by a depo- 
sition. Another person was discharged under this 


| ridiculous and outrageous rule: ‘* That no man 


can receive or read a letter, paper, or book, under 
any circumstances whatever, whilein the armory.” 
A deposition is here from a man who states, that 
while employed in the armory by the piece, kept 
a Biblein his drawer for occasional reference, he was 
ordered by Colonel Ripley to remove it from the 
armory building. Social intercourse among the 
workmen is prohibited. No man is permitted to 


| leave his vice or other placeof work to speak to his 


next neighbor upon any subject not strictly connect- 


| ed withhis work. The superintendent has virtually 


interdicted the use of tobacco among the workmen, 
by issuing an order forbidding them to spit upon 
the floor of the house, and forbidding them a spit- 
toon, even if furnished by themselves. 

The workmen are not permitted to divert them- 
selves during their hours of labor by whistling or 
humming a tune in any of the shops, and the su- 
perintendent has personally forbidden the eating 
of an apple by the workmen in the armory build- 


ing. 

‘Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. If a tyran- 
nical man happens to be appointed there, ig it not 
in the power of the Government to supersede him 
by the appointment of another? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. It is in the power of the 
Government, but this is one of the evils of the 
It is of this wecomplain. The 
fact that you bring intelligent freemen, men of 
standing in the community, with families down to 
a military discipline, which places them on a foot- 
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‘ng with your soldiers who volunteer to submit, 
“y who, by the rules of war, and the circum- 
“ances in which they are placed, in consequence 
om the profession which they have adopted, are 
dealt with as they are. It is the system, | repeat, 
hatis wrong. _Whyisthe mechanic who makes 
your guns to be*subjected to a discipline that fol- 
‘ws no other occupation? Why prescribe for 

,rules which are as rigorous upon him as those 
4 ‘ich govern the convict in your penitentiaries ? 
Rut, you ask, cannot the mechanic who dislikes 
..¢ situation, under the military system, leave the 
setablishment and go elsewhere? He can leave, 
ot with the chances of starvation stgring him in 
che face. ‘The trade of a gunsmith is one peculiar 
.» itself; he cannot leave the manufacture of gun- | 
locks, and go to work upon door-locks, with the 
facility of the carriage-maker, who leaves his 
work ‘upon a barouche to take hold of and finish a 
wagon; and the gunsmith must go for employment 

, the few places in our country where the manu- 
facture of guns 1s carried on. 

| would, sir, that | was prepared to treat the 
subject as | wish to. ButI hope that I have,ina 
feeble way, shown to the House that the system 
is one degrading to an American citizen, and 
which I trust this body, open as it is to American 
sympathy, will not tolerate any longer. I hope 
the amendment will prevail. 

Mr. STANLY. lam opposed to the amend- 
ment of my honorable friend from Indiana, {Mr. 
Gorman,] and I should be glad if I can get his 
attention. I should like to know ifthe Committee | 
on Military Affairs recommended this amendment 
or not? 

Mr. GORMAN. It is offered on my own re- 
sponsibility. IL will say that the committee re- 
norted a bul to this House at the last session of 
Congress embodying simply the words repealing 
the law, so that they acted upon the same subject. 

Mr. STANLY. 
connected with military affairs, and with as much 
respect to my friend from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] 


tna 


as any other member of the House, but the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs have not, the House 
will take notice, acted upon this subject at this 


I will listen to any gentleman | 


session. They may have taken the sober second | 


thought. This proposition, therefore, is divested of 
any authority derived from that committee as a 
committee. I had the honor of belonging to the 
Committee on Military Affairs some eight years 
ago, and this very question was examined at that 
time. I think it was during the Twenty-seventh 
Congress—I am not quite certain of the date—that 
this system was altered. 
investigation, and we had then the arguments 
which the gentleman from Indiana now offers upon 
this subject. After the fullest investigation we 


It underwent the fullest | 


concluded that the administration of these armo- | 
ries by civilians was highly injurious to the public | 
interest, and that it was best to change the sys- | 


tem. What are the arguments now? 


Mr. FAULKNER. When was this examin- | 


ation made? 

Mr. STANLY. 
seventh Congress. 
tirely. 

Mr. EVANS. 


ress, 


I speak from memory en- 


[Mr. Evans] says that was the time, and he is 


better posted up in these things than I am. I sub- | 


mit to my friend from Indiana, (Mr. Gorman, ] in 
the first place, that he had better wait, if there be 
doubt about the change, until the incoming Ad- 


ministration shall examine the whole ground. Re- | 


member, this thing has been as it now is since the 
year 1842. Itwas so during Mr. Tyler’s time, 
though it was convenient for him to have placed 
some of his Virginia friends in the Armory at 
Harper’s Ferry. 


Mr.GORMAN. Will the gentleman allow me 


to say, that during the administration of Mr. Ty- 
ler and Mr. Polk, there were one or two reports 
made, if | mistake not, against the military super- 
intendence, and in favor of restoring the civil super- 


intendence. One report—I do not remember pre- 
cisely what date—we had before the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


committees of this House several years. 


try. 


It seems it was not acted upon, 
or adversely acted upon, by the Senate. The sub- 
ject has been before committees of the Senate and | 
It is no 

new thing in the House, nonew thing to the coun- | 
It has been a subject of controversy and con- 


I think it was in the Twenty- | 


In the T'wenty-seventh Con- | 


Mr. STANLY. My friend from Maryland | 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


test ever since the military superintendency was 
established. 3 

Mr. STANLY. I am obliged to the gentleman 
for the fact, that the committees of the Senate 
made these reports which were not sanctioned by 
that body. ‘Then I take it for granted that there 
have been some well-founded objections to the 
change. During the whole of Mr. Tyler’s time 
this thing was allowed to remain. His adminis- 
tration withstood all the political influence brought 
to bear, and refused to appoint any persons from 
his own State as civil superintendents, because it 
was against the public interest. During the whole 
of Mr. Polk’s time it remained unchanged. It was 
approved of by him. That administration, and 
General Taylor’s and Mr. Fillmore’s administra- 
tions, have refused to put civilians in office there; 
and no doubt this same clamor was raised. We 
ought to weigh these arguments with some degree 
of respect, and | hope that we will not make any 
change until this is done. 

My friend from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] asks, 
Why put this superintendency under the Ordnance 
Corps? I will not be guilty of presumption—I 
will not set up my opinion in military matters 
against that of my honorable friend from Indiana. 
I certainly should not in the field, in actual prac- 
tice, where he became distinguished for his gal- 
lantry; and I should hardly do it here as a carpet 
knight, without some apology. I should, how- 
ever, be glad to know what the Ordnance Corps is 
established for? We have an Engineer Corps for 
one particular branch of service; we have a Topo- 
graphical Corps for another; and we have a dra- 
goon Corps for other particular service; we have an 
Ordnance Corps, but what is it for? What does 
ordnance mean, but the making of arms and can- 
non, &c.? It means this, according to my under- 
standing of it; but I speak with all becoming 
modesty and humility in such presence and against 
such authority. According to my recollection, 
the gentlemen composing the Ordnance Corps must 
possess a knowledge of the various metals, and be 
men of experience in the working of iron and 
other metals. That has been my impression. They 
have been sent to iron mines in particular States 
to ascertain whether the quality of iron there suits 
better than iron from elsewhere. Does the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] mean to argue 
that a graduate at West Point—a man who has 
been put in the artillery on account of his knowl- 
edge of such matters, is not better qualified to 
judge of the making of arms, than any little 
home-dried, grog-shop, cross-road, politician—an 
ex-member of Congress, may be, or some one else 
who wants office under a Whig or Democratic 
Administration, as the case may be? Now, I do 
not know how many men there are in the district 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Fau_kner,] 
who want this office. I dare say there may be a 
dozen. So in Springfield; I have no doubt many 
politicians there want this comfortable place, now 
that Pierce is coming into power. I know they 
did in Tyler’s time, and in Taylor’s time. It is 
no fault of the gentlemen. It is human nature. 
|| If one of these establishments was in my district, 
I dare say I should feel a great deal of fourth-of- 
July fury, such as the gentleman from Connecticut 
{[Mr. IncerRsoxt] has given expression to, about 
the oppression of the honest mechanics. 

Now, sir, what are these terrible grievances 
that the gentleman from Connecticut brings for- 
ward in behalf of those good voters in his coun- 
try, called American mechanics? Where is the 

| oppression? 1 think it very probable that there 
may have been abuses in these armories. There 
| are abuses in everything superintended by mortal 
hands. There are a great many abuses, under 
Whigs and Democratsyas my experience has 
taught me, in every department of the Govern- 
ment. I do not profess to say that the officers 
who have control of these establishments now are 
blameless. I donot even know who they are. I 
cannot keep the run of such things. They may 
have been guilty of abuses. They may have been 


tyrannical. They may have been too fond of 


having military tactics and strict regime intro- 
duced amongst the mechanics. But that is a sub- 
ject for complaint at the proper Department. Go 
to the Department; but do not bring up here affi- 
davits and depositions—taken when and how? 
had the officers any knowledge of it ?—and appeal 
| to the House to prevent the oppression of Ameri- 
|, can mechanics and honest laborers. 
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Mr. INGERSOLL. I will inform the centle- 
man that these depositions were taken by a justice 
of the peace having full authority to do tt. 

Mr. STANLY. Ido not doubt the authority 
of the justice of the peace in Connecticut to take 
depositions. [Laughter.} By no means. No; 
they are a smart people in Connecticut; smart at 
ciphering and figures, as well as at various me- 
chanic arts, which it is not necessary to refer to. 
But that ie not the point. Did the officers have 
notice uf these charges, or was there but one side 
heard? That is the point. | meant no disrespect 
to the Connecticut justice of the peace at ail. [A 
laugh.] Why, all this talk is for Buncombe. 
What does it amount to? We all talk for Bun- 
combe sometimes. The gentleman from Connee- 
ticut has done it. Virginia will have to follow, 
and I think Massachusetts will have a word to 
say, too. But what is this gross o pression ? 
Why, forsooth, one poor fellow cuual not read 
his Bible in the workshop. [ Laughter. } 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I believe there is but one 
Buncombe in the United States, and that is in 

| North Carolina. {Renewed laughter.} 

Mr. STANLY. It is notin my district, though 
the old fellow after whom that ‘county of Bun- 
combe was called lived in the district that | have 
the honor to represent. I have been under his 
gateway, and his descendants are gallant Whigs, 
as their forefathers were in the Revolution. Ha 
had spread over his gateway 

** Welcome, all, 
To Buncombe Hall!” 

The Whigs of the Revolution received a cordial 
welcome there, with food and raiment and‘arms, 
and the Tories and British soldiers had lead to 
their satisfaction. 

But the gentleman from Connecticut says that 
one poor fellow could not read the Bible in the 
workshop. The Connecticut peeple are religious. 
It is a land of liberty and religion and steady 
habits. 

A Voice. And wooden nutmegs. 

Mr. STANLY. Yes, and they make wooden 
nutmegs better than anybody else, when they turn 
their attention that way. [Laughter } 

But does the gentleman from Connecticut pre- 
tend to say that it is a hardship and a grievance 
| for a man not to be allowed to read his Bible du- 
ring working hours, when he is at work for Uncle 
Sam? Would the architect of these public build® 
ings allow a man to take his Bible with him to 
read while he was carrying mortar and bricks in 
|ahod? Is there no other time for this devoted, 
| pious, enthusiastic, good citizen and mechanic to 
read the Bible except during the hours appropri- 
| ated to work ? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. With the permission of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, | wish to cor- 
rect him as to a matterof fact. This man was 
keeping a Bible in a drawer for occasional refer- 
ence, when he was ordered by the superintendent 
to remove it. 

Mr. STANLY. He kepta Bible 

| to refer to oceasionally, did he? 
the man who makes that complaint—I do not know 
his name, and I do not wish to know it; for his 
sake, the gentleman from Connecticut had better 
not mention it—but | have no doubt that that men 
kept the Bible tocked up in the drawer on Sundays, 
when he ought to have had a chance to read it. 

Sut what is another grievance? Why, forsooth, 
they cannot chew tobacco? Well now, if the 
superintendent has enforced that rule, he has done 
the cause of cleanliness and decency a very good 
service, and he deserves a vote of thanks on the 
part of this House. [Laughter.] If he has done 
anything to prohibit that vile, indecent, unchris- 
tian, abominable habit of chewing tobacco and 
spitting on the floors of public buildings, tue man 

| ought to have a monument erected to bis memory. 

{Much laughter.}] Sir, if that order is tyrannical, 

why do you not allow smoking here’? ‘That rule, 

too, is an infringement upon our republican rights. 

You have a rule that members shall not wear their 

hats. »Why do not you that: and let 

members take off their coats in summer time, and 
walk about with the largest liberty ? { Laughter. } 

That is progress. Will the gentleman from Con- 

necticut recommend that to members of Congress? 

Do not we obey the laws of decency and propri- 

ety, and abstain from smoking here? Do you not 

see in the other public buildings here the same pro- 
hibition of the use of tobacco? Sir, 1 repeat, it 
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is an indecent, unchristian, abominable habit. It 
is a barbarous Indian custom that has been intro- 
duced into civilized life to the degradation of human 
nature. 

I understand that a bill has been introduced into 
the Massachusetts Legislature to prohibit tobacco 
everywhere. Well, that is a great deal better than 
all their Maine liquor laws. I am against them. 
[Laughter.] I think every man has a right to take 
a drink when he pleases. [Renewed laughter.] 
J think folks aa show a great deal more sense 
if they would form themselves into anti-tobacco 
societies, instead of into temperance societies; for 
more than half the boys in the country who grow 
up tipplers and drunkards, commence their career 
by smoking and chewing tobacco. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, (interrupting. ) 
The gentleman from North Carolina has made a 
very good argument against the use of tobacco, 
and in relation to certain alleged rules. I am in- 
formed, however—I was not in the House at the 
time—that the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. 
Incersoit) stated that one of the rules was that 
tobacco was not to be used by the workmen in 
the armory. I understand that that is a mistake 
in point of fact. 

Mr. STANLY. Then the superintendent ought 
to be turned out for not having the rule made, and 
for allowing the armory to be kept in such a filthy 
condition as it must be in. [Laughter.] 

Mr. INGERSOLL. If the gentleman will allow 
me, | will state what | believe to be the rule. It 
is that the men shall not be allowed, under any 
pretense whatever, to spit. [Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr. DAVIS. I believe the rule refers rather to 
the places where they shall spit. I do not under- 
stand that the practice of spitting itself is discoun- 
tenanced. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. STANLY. These rules of military men 
are an abridgment of republican rights and privi- 
leges! Itis a tyrannical custom to prevent men 
from smoking cigars and chewing tobacco when 
and where they please! According to the argu- 
ment of the gentleman from Connecticut, a man 
has a right to smoke cigars in church, and to 
use his filthy tobacco in church, where ladies 
dresses may be contaminated by it. The rail- 
road cars in some parts of the country now have 
smoking cars, and very proper it is. Those sort 
of folks ought to be put by themselves. The 

tobacco not only makes gentlemen sick, but it 
is, of course, always an annoyance to ladies; 
and I know that is the strongest argument I can 
use to the gentleman from Connecticut. [Laugh- 
ter.] Butif the railroad cars had another little 
regulation, it would add vastly to the comfort of 
the traveling community. hey should put all 
the tobacco fellows together into one car—not only 
the smokers, but also the fellows who chew to- 
bacco, and have all the other vile habits conse- 
quent upon it, which I will not mention here. I | 
would exclude them from any other society but 
that of tobacco-chewers while they are traveling. 
It would serve them all right. So far, then, as this 
order in relation to tobacco is concerned, I do not 
think ita sufficient reason for abolishing the mili- | 
tary superintendence of the armories. 

Sir, | hope our friends upon the other side of 
the House will wait until their Administration 
comes in before they make this change for the 
benefit of politicians. Ifthe Whig party should 
ever come into power again—though it does not 
look very much like it now—or if any branch of 
their own party ‘should come into power, these | 
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| place upon their staff? 


men whom you putin now, who are seeking |) 


these places, will be rejected, and another set of 
rules will be found fault with as an excuse for 
getting rid of them. The men put to superintend | 
this work will be broken-down politicians, who | 
have nothing else todo but to seek office; men 
who served General Taylor in his civil campaign, | 
or who served Pierce in this last canvass. That 
is the sort of men who will be put into these | 
places. 7. dispense with the military super- | 
imtendence? If the officers at present employed | 
are charged with abuses, let them be inquired into; 


but do not deprive the Government of the services || 


of men who have had experience.and knowledge 
of this sortof work. I beg the House to pause 
before making such a change. 

Mr. WILCOX. Atthecommencement of this 
debate I had no idea that I should participate in 
it. But really, sir, it seems to me that [ am called 
upon, as an humble member of the Commitiee on | 






| Military Affairs, to say something with regard to 
this subject. I love the people as much as any 
man here. I am essentially a people’s man, and 
I beleve in progress. 1 believe in all progressive 
improvements of the country; but really it seems 
to me that there has been a spirit excited within 
the last twelve months in this country which, if 
not checked by the conservative people of the 
country, will end, God knows where. 
Now, sir, it is very natural for us to entertain 
prejudice in relation to this matter. We are 
creatures of prejudice. We are biased in our 


opinions both by the force of precept and example. | 


But, sir, there is a class of persons in our,own 
country who do entertain, and have entertained 
a most uncompromising hatred to the military es- 
tablishment of the country. Sir, I believe there 
are offices connected with the military establish- 
ment of the country which may be filled by other 
than military officers; but I oppose the amend- 
mentof thegentleman from Indiana[Mr. Gorman] 
simply from the fact that this whole attack is level- 
ed against the Army establishment of the country, 
in the vilest spirit of demagogism, not applying 
it to my friend personally. Sir, this whole move- 
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These, sir, are the reasons of their appointmen: 

But, sir, a spirit of demagogism succeeded ;, 
placing at the head of the military establishmen,, 
at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry, civil superin 
tendents instead of military men? Why were mj. 
tary men placed there in the first place? W),, 
were they? They were men selected from the (rj. 
nance Corps—who had been educated at Weg, 
Point, and who had trimmed the midnight lamp i 
poring over abstruse science to enable them ;, 
comprehend and understand the profession to whic), 
their Gorgyeeent had assigned them. These ar: 
they who have been selected to superintend these 
establishments, the wisdom of which is vindicated 
at a glance. But, sir, who are the men selecte; 
from civil life? They are the village politician ang 
street loafer—the little, petty ambitious politician 
who expects to gain power and control in their ward 
or county, by declaiming against and denouncing 
the officers of the United States Army. Sir, is this 


|| right? Without meaning any offense to any one, | 


ment is the offspring of the beer-house and cross- || 


road politician. Why, the superintendency of the | 


armory at Springfield and at Harper’s erry have 


been tested, and successfully tested and endorsed || 


by several Administrations, under the control of 
military men. 

But | will submit a single reflection, for I do not 
intend to speak long upon the present occasion. 
You will find that in the hour of danger, when- 
ever the hour of peril comes, that these gentlemen 
are obliged to fall back upon the military for the 
defense of the country. They have to ‘‘ acknowl- 
edge the corn;’’ they are obliged to admit their 


error, and ‘‘ render unto Cesar the things that | 


| are Ceesar’s.”’ 


The thought passed through my mind while this | 


discussion was going on, in regard to the late war 
with Mexico. Now letus test this thing practi- 
cally. It became necessary, during the war with 
| Mexico, for the President of the United States to 
commission several generals from private life. 
| That was all right and proper. The exigencies 
and emergencies of the time demanded it. But 
| they were taken from private life, and went into 
the field with their epaulets, nodding plumes, and 
| sabers bright. But what did they know of field- 
works and fortifications; of the complex and in- 
tricate evolutions of the line; of the mode and 
manner of attack and defense? Comparatively 
nothing. Nine out of ten of them had never been 
drilled in the first lessons of the ‘* school of the 
soldier.”’ Yet, sir, they have all the courage and 
bravery of the American citizen. They had the 
| capacity but not the qualification to marshal the 
embattled hosts placed under their command. 
And in this emergency what do we find, sir? I 
shall speak of facts, and nothing else but facts, Do 
we behold those brave and patriotic generals call- 
ing upon the civil departments of the country to 


yield them support? Do we find them inviting the | 
plain and hard-fisted farmer, the learned doctor, || 


the shrewd lawyer, or scientific mechanic, to a 
Did they go to the volun- 
teer regiments? No, sir. Where did they go, then, 


for that talent, capacity, and qualification neces- | 


sary to render the regiments, brigades, and divis- 
ions under their command, prompt, powerful, and 


effective? They drew upon the regular army of 


the United States. There was not a general in 
the Army but had his staff filled from the young 
men educated at the expense of the Government 
at West Point. And, sir, they owe a debt of 
gratitude to those young men which they can never 
repay. Their laurels would not have been quite 
so green and enduring but for them. And why 
was this done, sir? I appeal to the practical com- 
mon sense of the House, and not in that dema- 
| gogical spirit which possesses the House more 
or less at all times. It was because they had 
weighed themselves in the balances, and found 
| themselves wanting in ability to discharge the del- 
icate trust confided to their care. It was because 
| they knew the requisite qualification could alone 








| 


say my cheek would mantle witha blush, were | tp 

roduce here the ex parte evidence arrayed by the 
oan gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Iy- 
GERSOLL,] affidavits gotten up for the occasion by 
some expectant of the superintendency of Spring- 
field armory, in which the affiants complain that 


| they cannot read their Bibles under a military su- 


| perintendent. 


Oh, what a tyranny, and what a 


| theme for the demagogue to harangue the masses 





| of restraint and control. 


| some latitudes, and with some men. 


upon! Will not the church and all good peo- 


- sympathize with those downtrodden people? 


ow, sir, I do not believe one word of it. If they 
had sworn that the military superintendent would 
not let them get drunk, and, in the language of 
the landlord, kick up a d d fuss generally in 
working hours, I would have believed them. 

I do not wish to be understood as impeaching 
the motives of the gentleman from Connecticut; 
yet I must think that the characteristic good sense 
of the gentleman has been imposed upon, and that 
his sympathies have been unjustly excited, through 
the imposition of the artful and designing. | can- 
not think, upon reflection, that he can rely upon 
the character of evidence submitted. It is no new 
thing for men to complain of the Army and ofii- 
cers of the United States. It is very popular in 

I recollect 
It is due to 





well when I first entered the Army. 


| candor to say at that time that this spirit was gen- 


eral in the volunteer corps. And so strong were 
the murmurings that I found myself imperceptibly 
drawn into it. In order to become popular in the 
volunteer corps, it was thought to be necessary to 
speak disparagingly of the officers of the regular 


| Army; to speak of them as a haughty, aristo- 
| cratic, tyrannical set. Upon my arrival in Mexico, 
| my command was placed under General Wool, a 


man of inflexible will and purpose; a proud spirit, 
and the best disciplinarian in the Army. I soon 
found myself, like my whole command, impatient 
We wanted to read our 
Bibles or not just as we pleased, and to chew our 
tobacco and spit when and where we pleased. 
ed Ve did not like to be ruled by the 
Army regulations; and the complaints and mur- 


| murings which went up from the regiment would 





be found in the regular Army to canceive and exe- || 
cute the difficult movements of the Army, in and || 
out of action. They knew that their country’s, as || 
weil as their individual success, depended upon it. || 


These men were educated at the Military Acad- 
| emy, and were made to pass through a severe or- 


| 


| 


| ordination. ' 
enabled to bring the regiment up to the true mil- 


have hushed into everlasting silence the down- 
trodden and oppressed people of Harper’s Ferry 
and Springfield. But, sir, General Wool was 
steadfast and immutable. After a while we saw 
the beauty and necessity of law, order, and sub- 
It was not long until the officers were 


itary standard. And what was the result? Why, 
all with one accord proclaimed the virtues and 
merit of General Wool, and were as loud in his 
praises as they had been in their murmurs. 
Now, sir, all this complaint in relation to the 
superintendency of those armories arises from 
er angie and a downright demagogism, which 
think an] hope that the good sense of the House 
will check, by permitting those establishments to 
remain under the superintendence of military men. 
Mr. PHELPS, (interrupting.) These are mil- 
itary establishments; can the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi tell me why we should select military 
officers to superintend manufacturing establish- 
ments? 
Mr. WILCOX. I will answer the gentleman. 
It is true, these are manufacturing establishments, 
and they are for the manufacture of arms. I am 
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